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Lesson 12 — Ephesians 3:14-21
For the Glory of God

Review
1. The book of Ephesians was written to: ____________________________________________________.
2. In his letter, Paul’s heart cry is for believers to realize (chapters 1 - 3) and to walk in 

(chapters 4 - 6) the vast, rich spiritual blessings of being Alive in Christ.
 » Ephesians 1 – Spiritual Blessings: the Purpose of His __________
 » Ephesians 2 – Spiritual Blessings: the Reason for and Result of His _________
 » Ephesians 3 – Spiritual Blessings: the Riches of His __________

3. In Ephesians 1 - 3, what does Paul say about “heavenly places”?

4. In Ephesians 1 - 3, what does Paul say God’s work in the believer’s life is “according to”?

5. In Ephesians 1 - 3, what is the importance of “the apostles and prophets”?

6. Christ the Cornerstone
a. In Lesson 10 homework, these verses were studied: Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22-

26, Matthew 21:42-45 (where Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22), and Acts 4:5-12 
(where Peter interprets Psalm 118:22).

b. In on-line Lesson 11, suggested observations were made regarding “the corner-
stone” and God’s providence. How do these verses relate to our text in Ephesians 
2:20b-22?

c. How does Peter expand upon the “cornerstone” analogy?

7. Lesson 11 – Partial Review of the 6 Subtopics of Ephesians 3:1-14 
a. v 1 : Prisoner of the Mystery

 » Romans 8:28
 » James 1:2-4
 » 1 Peter 4:12-19
 » Philippians 1:12-14
 » Colossians 1:24-26
 » 2 Corinthians 4:8-15

b. vv 1 – 3 : Revelation of the Mystery [ Covered in on-line Lesson 11]
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c. vv 4 – 6 : Explanation of the Mystery
 » Who were “the apostles and prophets”?

 » What was their responsibility?

d. vv 7 – 9 : Proclamation of the Mystery
 » What is a steward and how does the position apply to Paul? What was he to 
“administer”?

e. vv 10 – 13 : Purpose of the Mystery
“In the classroom of God’s universe, 

He is the _________________, 
the angels are the _________________, 

the church is the _____________________, 
and the subject is the manifold wisdom of God.”1

 » vv 11-12 : How should believers approach the throne of God?

f. v 14 : Return to Paul and his prayer 

8. Lesson 12 – Ephesians 3:14-21
a. Purpose of the Mystery

 » vv 14-15 – Our new identity and God’s power in the believer are for a reason

 » vv 8 and 16 – What is the purpose for God’s unfathomable riches in our life?

b. Our Sanctification
 » vv 17-18a – In context, “X may dwell in your hearts through faith” means what?

 » v 18b – In his prayer, what does Paul demonstrate as the expanse of God’s love?

 » v 19 – Our sanctification is to continually be growing in what?

 » vv 16-21 – What is the result of a yielded, trusting sanctification?

c. In your own words, summarize Ephesians 1 - 3.

1. MacArthur. Commentary. 97.


