
b. Paul reasons with the Athenians (v 17)

c. Paul challenges the philosophies of the day (vv 18-21)

4. How does Paul address the idolatrous Athenians?
a. Paul begins with the known (vv 22-31)

b. Paul experiences the result of God’s work in the hearts of 
men (vv 32-33)

Communion

Communion video — “I Will Glory in My Redeemer”

Closing – Congregational Singing: “I Will Glory in My Redeemer”
Grace Hymn 196. Text & music, Steve Cook and Vicki Cook. © 2001 Sovereign Grace Worship.

verse 1
I will glory in my Redeemer
Whose priceless blood has ransomed me.
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails
And hung Him on that judgment tree.
I will glory in my Redeemer
Who crushed the pow’r of sin and death;
My only Savior before the Holy Judge,
The Lamb who is my righteousness,
The Lamb who is my righteousness.

Closing Thoughts and Benediction Jerry Birkholz
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Welcome and Call to Worship Ken Hunt
Congregational Singing: “Be Thou My Vision”  Hymn 562
Text and music, Traditional Irish hymn, trans., Mary E. Byrne. © Public Domain.

verse 1
Be Thou my vision, O lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
verse 2
Be Thou my Wisdom and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord.
Thou, my great Father; I Thy true son.
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
verse 3
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise.
Thou mine inheritance now and always;
Thou and Thou only first in my heart.
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

Congregational Singing: “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” 
Grace Hymn 318. Text and music, Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. © 2006 Thankyou Music.

verse 1
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord
To renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what I cannot see;
Give me passion for Your purity;
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.
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verse 2 
Holy Spirit, come abide within,
May Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin
In each thought and deed and attitude;
Kindness to the greatest and the least;
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace.
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

verse 3 
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth
Giving life to all that God has made,
Show Your power once again on earth;
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise;
Lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ
Will be clear for all the world to see.

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Jerry Birkholz

Offertory — Congregational Singing: “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”
Hymn 407. Text, George W. Briggs, altered; music, John Zundel. © Public Domain.

verse 1
God has spoken by His prophets,
Spoken His unchanging Word;
Each from age to age proclaiming
God, the One, the righteous Lord.
In the world’s despair and turmoil
One firm anchor holds us fast:
God is King, His throne eternal,
God the First and God the Last.
verse 2
God has spoken by Christ Jesus,
Christ the everlasting Son,
Brightness of the Father’s glory
With the Father ever one;
Spoken by the Word incarnate,
God of God ere time was born;
Light of Light, to earth descending,
Christ as God in human form.

verse 3
God is speaking by His Spirit,
Speaking to our hearts again;
In the ageless Word expounding
God’s own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
One sure faith yet standing fast:
God abides, His word unchanging,
God the First and God the Last.

Message                 Pastor Jerry Birkholz
Gospel-Centered Relationships

with the World Around Us
Acts 17

Four Important Questions
1. What is at the center of Paul’s relationship with his world?

a. Did he use his Jewishness as a platform to share the 
gospel? (vv 1-4)

b. Did he try to squelch the jealousy of the Jews by 
catering to them? (v 5)

c. Did he withhold political implications as he shared the 
gospel? (vv 6-9)

2. Does the response of the world hinder the mission?
a. Does Paul change his methodology? (v 10)

b. What is the result of a focus on scripture? (vv 11-13)

c. What is the response? (vv 14-15)

3. Can we change our approach to sharing the gospel without 
changing the gospel?
a. Paul is waiting and observing (v 16)


