
With Lesson 12 being the final lesson for 2021-2022 and for Ephesians 1 - 3, all three 
chapters were read aloud with teaching points made along the way. The following audio 
files contain much of what was covered.  Please follow along in your copy of these chapters 
and take notes along the way!

After the read-through, we focused in on Ephesians 3:14-21, which follows the audio files.

Lesson 12 — Ephesians 3:14-21 
For the Glory of God

AUDIO FILES:
Ephesians 1 Read Aloud

Ephesians 2 Read Aloud

Ephesians 3 Read Aloud

The following 3 slides provide answers for Questions 3 - 5 on the lesson page.

Q3. In Ephesians 1-3, what does 
Paul say about “heavenly places”?

https://fbcnr.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/ephesians-1-readaloud.mp3
https://fbcnr.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/ephesians-2-readaloud.mp3
https://fbcnr.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/ephesians-3-readaloud.mp3
Christine
Callout
Click on each link to hear each chapter read aloud. Follow along with your print of these chapters and be ready to take notes!
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Lesson Page, Q6 – Christ the Cornerstone
We explored observations related to Christ the Cornerstone (2:20) and God’s providence, 

especially as related to God’s 
revelations to Paul and to the apostle 
Peter, and how each man expanded 
upon the Cornerstone analogy to 
incorporate the church.

Q4. In Ephesians 1-3, what does 
Paul say God’s work in the believ-
er’s life is “according to”?

Q5. In Ephesians 1-3, what is the 
importance of “the apostles and 
prophets”?

Christine
Callout
Note!
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Answer: Each stone must be carefully chosen 
then prepared to precisely fit the location the 
builder has selected. Each Believer is a living 
stone in the temple of the Master Builder. How 
much more precise (intentional) would He be?!
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An important question:

Lesson Page, Q7 — Review of the 6 Subtopics of Ephesians 3:1-14
Be sure to read each Scripture passage in context.
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Again: Be sure to read each Scripture 
passage in context.
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And here is the often confusing climax of the first half of Paul’s letter. How do angels have 
anything to do with the “Purpose of the Mystery”?!

Remember how frequently Paul has reminded us of “heavenly places.”
This is no accident!
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Q7e:

“Everything God has ever done has had the ultimate purpose of giving Him-
self glory.1 ... [see 1 Cor. 8:6 and Col. 1:16] The church does not exist simply 
for the purpose of saving souls, though that is a marvelous and important 
work. The supreme purpose of the church, as Paul makes explicit here, is to 
glorify God by manifesting His wisdom before the angels, who can then offer 
greater praise to God. The purpose of the universe is to give glory to God ... 
(Ps. 19:1). The church is not an end in itself but a means to an end, the end of 
glorifying God. The real drama of redemption can only be understood when 
we realize that the glory of God is the supreme goal of creation. Holy angels 
are especially made and confirmed in purity and praise as creatures who will 
forever give God glory (Ps. 148:2, Heb. 1:6), and the redemption of fallen men 
enriches their praise. ...
    “Even the fallen angels glorify God, though they do not intend to do so. It 
was their very rejection of His glory and the seeking of their own glory that 
caused them to be cast out of heaven in the first place. Yet Jesus said, ‘I will 
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it’ (Matt. 16:18). 
God is glorified through the fallen angels by continually frustrating their 
rebellious plans and showing the futility of their evil intentions to destroy His 
church. His holy wrath also displays His glory, since it is a revelation of who 
He is (Rom. 9:19-22).
     “The angels can see the power of God in creation, the wrath of God at Sinai, 
and the love of God at Calvary. But above all they see His manifold [multi-
colored, multi-faceted] wisdom that is made known through the church. 
They see Him taking Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and female—who 
together murdered the Messiah and were worthy only of hell—and making 
them, by that very cross of murder, one spiritual Body in Jesus Christ. They 
see Him breaking down every barrier, every wall that divides and making all 

1. Does this make God an egomaniac? For two excellent messages answering this question, see:
     - Chambers, Joshua. “For My Name’s Sake.” Meadow Creek Church, July 11, 2021.
     - Feland, Justin. “Evangelism and the Glory of God.” FBCNR. May 29, 2022.

https://vimeo.com/showcase/8569716/video/574188830
https://fbcnr.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/2022-05-29_sundayschool-w-justinfeland.mp3


8  |  Lesson 12 — Ephesians 3:14-21 — For the Glory of God

believers one in an indivisible, intimate, and eternal union with the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and every other believer from every other age 
and circumstance. ‘There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents,’ Jesus said (Luke 15:10). Every sinner who repents 
and turns to Christ adds another spiritual stone to God’s temple, another 
member to His Body, and becomes another forgiven and cleansed sinner 
who is made eternally one with every other forgiven and cleansed sinner. 
The holy angels not only are interested in the salvation of men (1 Peter 
1:12) but constantly watch the face of God in heaven to see His reaction 
to the treatment of His saved earthly children (Matt. 18:10, 14), standing 
ready to carry out any mission in their behalf.
    “When Paul admonished the Corinthian women to show submission 
to their husbands through the custom of wearing long hair, he reinforced 
the command by saying it was given ‘because of the angels’ (1 Cor. 11:10), 
so as ... to give them greater cause to glorify God by the obedience of the 
church in the matter of proper male and female responses. They are led to 
praise the Lord when they see the right relationship in the church overruling 
the perversion of man’s relationship engineered by Satan and sin. After Paul 
had stated certain principles regarding elders in the church, he wrote, ‘I 
solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His 
chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias’ (1 Tim. 5:21). 
Angels are exceedingly concerned about the discipline needed to produce 
holy behavior and pure living in the church as well as godly leadership (vv 
17-25). After all, says the writer of Hebrews, ‘Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit 
salvation?’ (Heb. 1:14). They minister to and watch over the church” 
(MacArthur. Commentary. 96-97. Emphasis added).
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Lesson Page, Q8 — Ephesians 3:14-21
A. Continuing the Purpose of the Mystery

 » vv 14-15 – Our new identify and God’s power in the believer are for a reason.

 » vv 8 and 16 – What is the purpose of “God’s unfathomable riches” in the life of a 
true believer?

When considering the book of Ephesians, we almost always jump straight to chapters 5 and 
6 — wives, submit yourselves to your husbands in the Lord; husbands love your wives as 
Christ loved the church; put on the full armor of God so you may be able to stand. BUT, we 
cannot do what Paul tells us to do in Ephesians chapters 4 - 6 UNTIL we understand the 
power and our position in Christ which Paul teaches in Ephesians chapters 1 - 3. It is only in 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit (as Paul shows us in 1-3) that we can see the power 
of God at work in our lives to accomplish what Paul outlines in chapters 4 - 6. We must not 
skip over the foundational, life-changing lessons in Chapters 1 - 3! They reveal our source of 
strength!

Again: Be sure to read each 
Scripture passage in context. 
What is mentioned is only a 
summary of what you will find  
in each verse.
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Lesson Page, Q8 — Ephesians 3:14-21
B. Our Sanctification

 » vv 17-18a – In context, “X may dwell in your hearts through faith” means what?

 » v 18b – In his prayer, what does Paul demonstrate as the expanse of God’s love?

 » v 19 – Our sanctification is to continually be growing in what?

Christine
Callout
For years, these 4 dimensions have been confusing to me because we only have 3 physical dimensions. Finding this explanation finally helped this make sense to me.

Christine
Callout
If you listened to the audio chapters, you'll know where this applies.
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 » vv 16-21 – What is the result of a yielded, trusting sanctification?

 »NOTICE: The above verses are sequential, that is, they are a sequence of progressions, one building 
upon the previous. Our yielded, trusting sanctification follows a logical progress from spiritual 
birth to holy sanctification – all for the glory of God.

And this should all lead us to WORSHIP for the Glory of God!

Christine
Oval

Christine
Highlight




