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Lesson 10 — Ephesians 2:17 – 3:14
Building the Unity of the Body, Pt. 1

Homework Review — Ephesians 2:17 - 3:14

 » Additional: Concept of the Trinity

Lesson
1. First, we check the marking of the text of Ephesians 2:17 - 3:14.

2. Ephesians 2:17 – Shalom to Those Who Were “Far Off” and Were “Near”
 » John 16:33

 » Judges 6

 » John 14:27 and 16:33

3. Ephesians 2:18 – “Both Have Access”
 » Romans 5:2

 » Leviticus 1:23 and 3:1, 7

 » 1 Peter 2:4-5

 » Hebrews 4:16

4. Ephesians 2:19 – “No Longer Sojourners but Citizens”
 » Philippians 3:20

 » Hebrews 2:11 and 3:6

 » Romans 8:17

5. Ephesians 2:20 – “Apostles and Prophets”

6. Ephesians 2:21 – Christ, the Cornerstone
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Homework
1. Read the following excerpt from MacArthur’s Commentary on Ephesians, pp 82-83.

“The cornerstone was the major structural element in ancient buildings. It had to be 
strong enough to support what was built on it, and it had to be precisely laid, because 
every other part of the structure was  oriented to it. The cornerstone was the support, the  
orienter, and the unifier of the entire building.

    … [“fitted together”] refers to the careful joining of every component of a piece of 
furniture, wall, building, or other structure. Every part is precisely cut to fit snugly, strongly, 
and beautifully with every other part. Nothing is out of place, defective, misshapen, or 
inappropriate.”

2. Study the following O.T. and N.T. verses related to “the cornerstone.”  
 » Isaiah 28:16
 » Psalm 118:22-26
 » Matthew 21:42-45 (Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22)
 » Acts 4:5-12 (Peter interprets Psalm 118:22)

a. What observations can you make about “the cornerstone” from these verses? About 
the providence of God regarding this cornerstone?

b. How do these verses relate to our text in Ephesians 2:20b-22? 

c. What observations can you make by relating these verses to the MacArthur 
quotation in #1, above?

3. Read 1 Peter 2:1-10. In what ways does Peter expand upon his use of this “cornerstone” 
analogy from how he used it in his sermon in Acts 4:11-12? [also see Luke 24:44-45]

4. Read Acts 19:23-41. This episode between Paul and Demetrius the silversmith (and 
the near-riot which followed) occurred in pagan Ephesus and was related to the 
pagan temple worship of Artemis. Now, in Ephesians 2:20-22, Paul is telling Ephesian 
believers they “are being built together into a spiritual dwelling-place for God.” 
Thoughtfully consider: Do you think Paul’s analogy would have been confusing to the 
Ephesian believers, or do you think it would have helped them better understand the 
concept Paul wanted to communicate (see also 2 Corinthians 6:16)? 
Explain your response.


