
Lesson 10 — Ephesians 2:17-3:14
Building the Unity of the Body, Pt. 1

In Ephesians 2:11-22, we’ve been discussing the dividing wall separating Jews from 
Gentiles in N.T. times — and which can still divide people today. We looked at 
»» Lsn 8 - “The Wall of Hostility” - where the rules and sacrifices that Yahweh had commanded were 
intended to have Israel be “a light to the Gentiles” but, instead, they turned it into a source of 
pride, separating themselves from those they were supposed to be reaching.

»» Lsn 9 - “Breaking Down the Wall of Hostility” - where we discussed“There is no peace and there is 
no unity where there is no acceptance of and faith in XJ.”

Now in Lsn 10 we begin looking at “Building the Unity of the Body” and how our 
providential God – from before creation, before time ever began – provided His way of 
salvation for mankind :: a way for people to be intimately reconciled to Him.
In Eph. 2:17-3:14, Paul reinforces the fact Gentiles – indeed all peoples – are saved only 
through the plan and purpose of God the Father / through the actions and accomplishments 
of the God the Son / under the direct working in our lives of God the Holy Spirit.  Paul 
explains again to these Gentile Ephesians that they are part of this amazing mystery of 
grace: the joining of the covenant Jews with the foreign Gentiles into one body, into one 
promise found in JX.
The slides on the following pages delve into the homework study done for these 20 verses 
which should have helped us dig into some of the deeper points in Paul’s description of 
God’s divine “mystery” plan. So let’s spend some time looking at the answers to those 
homework questions—
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We saw in Eph. 2:13-16 that the death 
of XJ destroyed forever that “dividing 
wall of hostility” b/c no longer was God 
approached only through the promises 
and practices of the sacrificial system 
BUT – just as Abraham was saved by 
faith (his faith was “counted to him as 
righteousness”) – so now - in X - God 
is approached through faith via the 
accomplishment of X on the cross.
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We have one God. His name is Yahweh 
(anglicized to Jehovah). It is vital we 
acknowledge our one God functions in 
3 distinct and separate persons: Father, 
Son, and Spirit. These 3 persons are not: 
»» 3 ways of looking at 1 being (as in I’m a 
mother, a teacher, and a writer) 

 » He is not 1 being who sometimes 
functions as this person and other 
times functions as that person.

 » This is a type of heresy known as 
modalism. (The 3-leaf clover analogy 
is also modalism.)

»» nor are the activities of one member of the 
Godhead interchangeable with another.

Scripture is clear: there is one God 
and only one God, and He exists as 3 
persons. We won’t fully understand this 
until (hopefully) we see more clearly 
in eternity, but believing this concept, 
plainly taught throughout Scripture, is 
foundational to interpreting the rest of 
Scripture.

It is important to consistently remind 
ourselves the apostle Paul is writing 
to “saints faithful in Christ Jesus.” His 
words and his heart will not be under-
stood by anyone else. We need the Holy 
Spirit to open us to fully comprehend 
these teachings.
     Also, though Paul wrote initially to 
those faithful saints who lived in Ephe-
sus, like all of Paul’s letters, this one 
was probably intended to be circulated 
throughout the region.

https://www.theopedia.com/modalism
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On the class Web page are 3 items of 
interest (located at the bottom of the 
page):
»» “GOD – In Ephesians” — a developing list of 
the qualities and activities of the 3 persons 
of the Trinity as described by Paul in this 
letter

»» “Believers – In Ephesians” — a developing 
list of specifics regarding the Saints Faithful 
in Christ Jesus (SFiXJ) as described by Paul 
in this letter

»» White, James. Excerpt from The Forgotten 
Trinity, pp. 62-64, where Dr. White begins 
his explanation of why understanding what 
Scriptures tells us about the Trinitarian 
Godhead is vital to acknowledging the deity 
of Christ Jesus.
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Slides 6 – 12 offer possible answers to 
the Lesson 9 Homework. 
Asking these types of questions helps 
you dig into and analyze this type of 
lengthy discussion in Scripture.
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Note: Israel’s failure to be “a light to 
the nations” did not prevent these 
prophecies from being fulfilled.
Who fulfilled them?
Jesus.
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Slides 13 - 15 show how this passage 
was marked during homework in earlier 
lessons.

Now, in Slides 17 - 23, we  go back 
through these verses again, one 
cohesive thought at a time, to see if we 
can find out what was so important 
to Paul that he crafted this 13 verse 
parenthetical phrase using over 60 
descriptive prepositional phrases!
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There is no peace,
There is no unity where
There is no acceptance of and faith in 
Jesus Christ.
— This is a truth the world cannot 
comprehend, indeed will continue to 
reject b/c they refuse to acknowledge 
the one true God and to accept the 
salvation offered through JX.

A special reading was given on 
“Jehovah Shalom: God Is Our Peace” 
from Kay Arthur’s book The Peace 
and Power of Knowing God’s Name. 
(Waterbrook Press. 2002). Chapter 11.

Also noted was how “have access” 
has the connotation of the priesthood 
of the SFiXJ, including our having 
sacrifices and offerings in hand.

“They [Jew and Gentile believers] can 
now come to God as their own Father, 
knowing that He no longer judges 
or condemns but only forgives and 
blesses. Even His discipline is an act 
of love, given to cleanse and restore 
His precious children to purity and 
richness.”

“Whether they were former strangers 
and outcasts or former aliens and 
guests, all believers in Christ become 
fellow citizens of God’s kingdom with 
the saints—the believers from every 
age who have trusted in God. God’s 
kingdom has no strangers, aliens, 
or second-class citizens. ... The only 
citizens of heaven are God’s saints. ... 
members of God’s household. God now 
sees us and treats us exactly as He sees 
and treats His Son—with infinite love” 
(MacArthur. Commentary. 81).
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Take careful note of who the original 
“apostles and prophets” were — 
and that the offices of “apostle” 
and of “prophet” ceased in the first 
century ad. A building only needs 
one foundation, and God laid His 
foundation through the first-century 
apostles and prophets. 
Anyone today who calls themself 
an apostle or a prophet does not 
understand this Scriptural teaching.
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Here ends part 1. The Lesson 10 
homework delves into Jesus as the 
cornerstone and how SFiXJ are being 
built up into “a spiritual dwelling place 
for God,” which will be discussed in 
Lesson 11.

There is one more slide, though —
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With Jesus Christ creating one new 
body from both Jews and Gentiles who 
are SFiXJ, we look forward to gathering 
around the throne of the Most High 
and worshipping Him together!

This video features John 3:16 sung 
in Hebrew, Korean, Russian, Persian, 
Arabic, and English — cultures which 
today are most often bitter enemies 
but which, here, reveal how we truly 
are all one in Christ Jesus!
This worship video is available at
https://youtu.be/S6cxaxnV1nA.

https://youtu.be/S6cxaxnV1nA



