
Lesson 8 — Ephesians 2:11-16: The Wall of Hostility
The Lesson 9 Handout begins this 
lesson with a review of the two groups 
into which the Holy Spirit through the 
apostle Paul divides humanity.
What divides these two groups of 
people?
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This section begins with “Therefore.” 
When we see a “therefore,” what do we 
ask?  We should ask, “What is it there 
for?” — 

— which, in this instance, is answered 
in Ephesians 2:1-10. 
The truths in vv 1-3 apply to everyone 
ever born.
The truths in vv 4-6 and 10 apply to all 
who have been called to faith in Jesus 
Christ.

In Ephesians 2:11-16, Paul states that 
divide as those who are “far away” and 
those who are “close.”
 » MacArthur p 68, para 3-4a:

 »God sovereignly chose the Jews to be His 
special people. “You only,” He told Israel, 
“have I chosen among all the families of the 
earth” (Amos 3:2). God chose the Jews not 
only to receive His special blessings but also 
to be a channel of those blessings to others. 
From the beginning it was God’s plan that 
through Abraham and his descendants, the 
Jews, “all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed” (Gen. 12:3). Israel was called to be 
a vessel through which the knowledge of 
God would be spread to the entire world.  
Unfortunately, Israel never fulfilled that 
calling. She preferred to condemn the 
Gentiles rather than witness to them.
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Here we see Paul’s sentence without 
the long, grayed-out parenthetical 
statement in vv 11b-12a. Paul uses 
many of these types of descriptive 
statements. In fact, in our next lesson 
we will see a parenthetical statement 
which is 13 verses long!
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“But now” — two beautiful words!
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The answer to this focus question is 
obviously “Both” — dying for both 
groups, JX brings us together in one 
body.
Last September, one of our ladies asked:
“What hope of salvation did the Gentiles 
have before the coming of Christ when 
Paul preached the Gentiles could come 
to God the Father because of Christ?”

Since the best answer to a Scriptural 
question will always be found within the 
Scriptures themselves, we will expand 
our answer to this question using the 
list of verses from our homework. 

At the bottom of Slide 11, analysis of the 
dozens of verses from the homework are 
summarized. Notice the qualifications God 
placed upon acceptance of sojourners. 
If a sojourner was to be accepted as an 
equal to the native Israelis, they had the 
responsibility to obey God’s laws. If they 
sought the God of Israel, fearing Him and 
desiring to be a contributing member of 
society, they were to be accepted. They 
were also to receive equal punishment 
for wrongdoing. If they chose not to seek 
Israel’s God then, as 3 John 5 says, they 
should be “sent on their way” in a manner 
which honors God.
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Slide 12 shows how the verses from the 
extended homework (e-mailed April 1) 
provide information which answers our 
focus question.
Note: This is a truth thread in Scripture 
from Genesis to Revelation.
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A new set of Scriptures were read 
Tuesday evening which helps us dig 
even deeper to answer our focus 
question. Slide 14 shows these 
Scriptures and some of the truth they 
provide.

Now we can add another layer of 
information to our answer: Yes, Christ 
Jesus died for both Gentiles and Jews 
– and He did so “for all time,” from 
eternity past to eternity future.
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There is no peace,
There is no unity where
There is no acceptance of and faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Enmity (hostility) still exists between 
Jews and Gentiles, but there is a 
solution: the effective call of the 
Sovereign God to faith in Jesus Christ.

Several short video clips were watched. 
Links to these videos will be given on 
the Web page under Lesson 9.

Note the footnotes on Slide 19.
Note both Jesus’ humanity (“in his 
flesh”) and His divinity (“that he might 
create”) are emphasized in vv. 14-15. 
Jesus was truly both fully man and fully 
God, and in v. 18 He is declared equal 
with the God the Father and God the 
Holy Spirit within the holy Trinity.
Also, remember the definition of 
shalom, which includes the idea of 
when a broken bone is healed it will 
never again break at that location. 
Jesus Christ – our shalom – unites the 
two hostile groups (Gentile and Jew) 
into one body.

Slide 20 provides an overview of this 
lesson’s homework, detailed on the 
Lesson 9 handout.


