
»» Lesson 7 — Review Eph. 1; Study Eph. 2:1-16
The Lesson 7 Handout gives questions 
to answer from these slides. The 
homework is to answer these 
questions.

We begin this lesson with a brief 
review of Eph. 1:1 - 2:10 to help us get 
mentally back on track since our last 
meeting in December.

As discussed in December, not 
everyone who talks about heaven is 
going there.

»» Read the Scriptures. Note Titus 3:3-8 is 
Paul’s summary to Titus (whom Paul had 
left in Crete to pastor the church there), 
encouraging him with the same message 
he gives the Ephesians in these first two 
chapters.

Slides 3 - 17 are a quick Q&A-style 
review of material previously studied.

In Christ we “have every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places.” 

When did God do this?
[Each answer is in gold on the 
following slide.]

What was God’s purpose in choosing 
us?
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How did he accomplish making 
us “holy and blameless before 
Him”?

And what was His purpose in 
predestining us “for adoption … 
as sons through Jesus Christ”?

All things are to praise His 
glorious grace.

Then in Eph. 1:7-10 we learned 
some of the treasures we have 
in Christ:

Here are two treasures.

How did God give us these 
treasures?



Was there a reason for giving 
us these treasures? What was 
God’s end goal?

Verses 11 - 14 continue the list 
of treasures we have in Christ 
Jesus:

How have we obtained this 
inheritance?

If the Almighty makes a plan, 
it’s a 100% certainty it will 
be accomplished down to the 
smallest detail precisely as He 
has willed it.

What is His purpose and plan 
for us?



And the treasures keep coming. What 
treasure is mentioned next – and 
precisely who is able to receive this 
treasure?

How does Paul describe God the Holy 
Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is our “guarantee” – our 
priceless engagement ring.

As gorgeous as Duchess Kate’s 
sapphire and diamond engagement 
ring may be, it’s worth is nothing 
compared to the eternal, matchless 
worth of the Holy Spirit, given as a 
guarantee that believers in Jesus Christ 
become united as part of His bride and 
will, in eternity future, be wed to the 
King of kings and Lord of lords.



Here we began a Homework 
Review from Lesson 6.  In 
December we discussed that 
only 1x in Eph. 2:1-10 does Paul 
mention faith, and he immediately 
follows it by saying “and not even 
that is your doing but is God’s gift.”  
Paul does emphasize our need 
to trust Christ but he wants us 
to understand that of far greater 
importance is God and His grace.

Back in Lesson 1 last September we 
talked about the Greek term <charis> 
from which we have the English word 
grace, which is the apostle Paul’s focus.
In Dec. we mentioned that in Eph. 1:1 
thru 2:10 there are 687 English words. 
This totals 23% of the 2,995 English 
words in Paul’s entire letter! Nearly 
1/4 of all he has to say in this letter! 
   Instead of placing undue importance 
on what we have done, the apostle 
Paul emphasizes the greatness of 
God’s work in bringing about our 
salvation. He attempts over and over 
again to shift our focus away from 
ourselves – away from our work, our 
actions – to focus on the work and 
worth of our great God. Eph. 2:8 is the 
verse professing Christians seem to 
remember, even though it’s dwarfed by 
Paul’s language regarding God and His 
work in bringing us to that faith.

Let’s look at this a different way. During 
the two lessons with Pastor Jerry, he 
taught attendees to mark Scriptures 
with specific colors, each identifying 
words, organizing into categories. If we 
were to mark Eph. 2:4-7 in this way, it 
would be almost completely yellow – 
b/c it is entirely the work of God. The 
only portion marked differently is “we 
were dead in our trespasses,” our sin.



In Eph. 2:1-10, we see acts of self-will, 
disobedience, and rebellion VS. acts of 
godly obedience — who we were, who 
He is, and the changes He has made  in 
us.
»» What were we? We were dead.
»» Why were we dead? Because of our 

own acts of disobedience — not merely b/c 
of Adam’s sin.
»» Read each of these Scriptures.
»» What or who have each of us actively 

obeyed?
We obeyed, 1st, the ways of the world, 
but also “the Ruler of the Powers of the 
Air.” Who is that?
»» Following man’s ways rather than God’s 

ways means we are deviant.
»» Obeying God’s adversary means we are 

devilish.
   What else did we follow?
»» “the passions of our old nature...

the wishes of our old nature...our own 
thoughts” — therefore we are defiled.
»» Being defiled we are not only 

spiritually dead but eternally spiritually 
dead and under God’s just and eternal 
wrath — therefore we are doomed and 
without hope.

Two of the most beautiful words: “But 
God.” Here in v. 4 Paul emphasizes the 
remedy: our redemption.
»» What has the Almighty done which 

exhibits His infinite grace?
»» These treasures are available only for 

those who are – What?
»» Why does God “reach into the depths of 

the grave” to redeem us?

Note the distinctions between our own 
works (vv 8-9) and the works “already 
prepared by God for us to do” (v 10).
»» Before we are in Christ, are we capable 

of doing anything in “godly obedience”?

»» Read Eph. 4:15 and 2 Peter 3:18.
»» Paul and Peter both command us to do 

what?
»» “Growing up into Christ” includes at 

least 3 areas:
- Humility : 1 Peter 5:5
- Holiness : Heb. 12:14, 1 Peter 1:14-15
- Honoring God : 1 Cor. 10:31, John 15:8



“Actions of Godly obedience” are 
the steps we must take to grow – to 
become who we are born again to be 
in Christ Jesus. This growth process is 
called Sanctification.

Homework for Lesson 6 was 
reviewed. See Potential Answers to ... 
Questions 2-3 on the class Web page.

On the next 4 slides, check where 
to mark “Christ” (X), God the 
Father ( [...] ), and God the Holy 
Spirit within verses 11-22.

Moving to Ephesians 2:11-22 —
Paul divides humanity into 2 
categories (see slide); one group is 
“close”; the other group is “far away.”
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»» Note the appearance of the 
Trinity within vs. 18.
»» The green rectangles mark 

conjunctions – where Paul begins 
a description or explanation of a 
previous statement.

»» Note the appearance of the Trinity 
within vs. 22. 

The Trinity – God being 3 Persons 
yet 1 God – is often a difficult 
concept to grasp. Keeping track 
of the verses which confirm the 
Trinity can help support your 
explanation to someone.

We return to Paul’s categories 
of “close” and “far away.” In our 
next lesson, we will discuss 
what Paul means by each of 
these terms.
»» For which of these peoples did 

Jesus Christ come?
»» The answer, obviously, is Both.



In vv 13-16, we have an 
interesting phrase: “broken 
down in His flesh the dividing 
wall of hostility.” Here we need 
to understand the historical and 
the cultural contexts in which 
Paul is writing.

This photographs is of a model of 
what is called the Second Temple in 
Jerusalem – King Herod’s expansion 
of the temple built when the 
Israelites returned from Babylonian 
captivity. It is the temple in existence 
when Jesus walked this earth.
   No one knows what the Second 
Temple actually looked like; we can 
only surmise based on what is said 
in Scripture as well as extra-Biblical 
historians such as Josephus.
   The courtyard leading to those 
grand, circular steps is the Courtyard 
of Israel (i.e., where Jewish men 
congregated). Around the outside 
edge of the Courtyard of Israel is the 
Courtyard of the Women.
   These circular steps and their 
massive doors lead from the 
Courtyard of Israel into the 
Courtyard of the Priests, the primary 
working area of the temple complex 
where sacrifices were carried out. 

Within the Courtyard of the Priests 
stood the bronze altar, the huge 
metal “sea” (where priests would 
cleanse themselves) and the temple 
building, itself: the Holy Place 
(containing the altar of incense, the 
table of shewbread, and the 10 lamp 
stands). At the back of the temple 
building was the Holy of Holies 
(containing the ark of the covenant 
and its mercy seat), into which only 
the high priest ever entered and then 
only 1x/year.



»» Barricaded away from the temple 
complex is the Court of the Gentiles.

»» Along this barricade stood a series 
of engraved stones, carved in Greek and 
saying: “No foreigner may enter within the 
balustrade around the sanctuary and the 
enclosure. Whoever is caught, on himself 
shall he put blame for the death which will 
ensue.”
    It is this barrier, this complete 
separation Paul references in Eph. 
2:14.

   This is where we stopped for the 
evening, and where we will pick up 
again for Lesson 8.

Homework Assignment


