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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

ELECTION
 the “past” aspect of God’s eternal plan

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses according to the riches of his grace which he
lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

Eph. 1:7-10 ESV

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, so we who were
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Eph. 1:11-14 ESV

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

Our Covenant Maker did not die intestate [without a will]
but, rather, had from ancient times instituted His eternal
“last will and testament,” His covenant, in which He
“declares his intent as to the disposal of his estate and
effects after his death” (UMW).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

 Hebrews 9:15
 Hebrews 11:8-16 and 39-40
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Blessed is the man who truly knows God as his   
Covenant God; who knows what the Covenant 
promises him; what unwavering confidence of 
expectation it secures, that all its terms will be 
fulfilled to him; what a claim and hold it gives him 
on the Covenant-keeping God Himself. To many a 
man who has never thought much of the Covenant, 
a true and living faith in it would mean the 
transformation of his whole life. 

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

The full knowledge of what God wants to do for him; 
the assurance that it will be done by an Almighty 
Power; the being drawn to God Himself in personal 
surrender, and dependence, and waiting to have it 
done; all this would make the Covenant the very 
gate of heaven. May the Holy Spirit give us some 
vision of its glory.

- Andrew Murray, The Two Covenants,
quoted in Covenant by Precept 
Ministries, 2013, p. 1.

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan
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In him

we have obtained [or “have been made”] an inheritance,

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

Obverse of the coin: We are an inheritance given by the Father to the Son.
 Romans 8:17 – “if children, then heirs of God / joint-heirs w/the Messiah”
 Mark 9:41 – “that you are Christ’s”
 Romans 1:6 – “the called of Jesus Christ”
 Romans 7:4 – “so you may belong to someone else, namely the One raised from the dead (JX)”

 Romans 8:9 – “if the Spirit of God dwell in you,” you belong to Him
Reverse of the coin: We are joint heirs and have a share in all God has promised 
to those who believe.
 1 Peter 1:3-5 – “born again…to an inheritance that cannot decay…”
 Colossians 3:23-24 – “as your reward, you will receive the inheritance of the Lord”

 phrase is a compound word <eklērōthemen> = to obtain as inheritance

1. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Perspective

b. Man’s Perspective

2. THE ASSURANCE OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Seal

b. God’s Pledge

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan
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1. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Perspective

Eph. 1:4-6, 11: “chosen, predestined”

Eph. 1:5: “adoption” – new creation, fully functional and fully
functioning

Eph. 1:3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13: “in Christ,” “in Him,” “in the Beloved”

Eph. 1:11: “him who works” : <energeō>

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

b. Man’s Perspective
 Eph. 1:12a, 13a: “first to hope in [the] Christ … having also believed”

 1 Peter 1:3-4 – looking forward in hope
 but it must be in “the message of truth, the gospel of Jesus Christ” 

(v. 13)  Galatians 1:6-9

1. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR INHERITANCE

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

“God’s choice of men is election; men’s choice of God is faith.

In election, God gives His promises; by faith, men receive them.”

(MacArthur. Commentary. 32).

Eph. 1:11b: 
 ESV: “the purpose of him who works all things according to the  

counsel of his will” 

NASB: “His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will”

CJB: “according to the purpose of the One who effects everything in 
keeping with the decision of his will”
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2. THE ASSURANCE OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Seal
 Eph. 1:13b-14a: “the Holy Spirit of promise”

 Romans 8:9, 1 Cor. 6:19: God’s Spirit dwells where?

(1.) Provides Security – Daniel 6:17, Matthew 27:62-66
“In an infinitely greater way, the Holy Spirit secures each believer,
marking him with His own inviolable seal.”

(2.) Affirms Authenticity – 1 Kings 21:8 [full story: 6-16]
“When God gives us His Holy Spirit, it is as if He stamps us with a

seal that reads, ‘This person is an authentic citizen of My divine
kingdom and member of My divine family.’”

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

2. THE ASSURANCE OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Seal
 Eph. 1:13b-14a: “the Holy Spirit of promise”

 Romans 8:9, 1 Cor. 6:19: God’s Spirit dwells where?
(3.) Confirms Ownership – Jeremiah 32:10

“The Holy Spirit marks [believers] as God’s divine possessions, who
from that moment on entirely and eternally belong to Him. The
Spirit’s seal declares the transaction of salvation as divinely
official and final.”

(4.) Establishes Authority – Esther 8:8-12
“When Christians are sealed with the Holy Spirit they are delegated

to proclaim, teach, minister, and defend God’s Word and His gospel
with the LORD’s own authority.”

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan
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2. THE ASSURANCE OF OUR INHERITANCE

b. God’s Pledge
 Eph. 1:14a: “the guarantee [pledge] of our inheritance” <arrabōn>

 a down payment or earnest money
 an engagement ring

“The Holy Spirit is the church’s irrevocable pledge, her divine engagement
ring, as it were, that as Christ’s bride she will never be neglected or forsaken”
(MacArthur, Commentary, 36).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

3. FOUR ASPECTS OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. We are heirs of God the Father.
 Romans 8:14-17: “children,” “sons of God,” “children of God”
How?

1st: sovereign regeneration: birthed into the kingdom of God
- received a new nature, a new heart, a new mind

2nd: adoption

The believer is adopted “as a fully grown mature adult with all of the rights and with all of the
privileges of an adult child the moment we enter into the kingdom of God. The new birth
changes our nature; adoption changes our status. And it is by adoption that we have now been
written into the family will… and that we have received an inheritance. … Every spiritual
blessing [has] already been transferred into our account and all the richness and the fullness of
salvation is ours. … It is God the Father who has initiated all of this, and it is God the Father
who is passing down this inheritance to us” (Lawson. “Heirs of God.” emphasis added).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan



11/10/2021

8

3. FOUR ASPECTS OF OUR INHERITANCE

b. We are heirs with Christ.
 Romans 8:17a: “and fellow heirs with Christ”
 Hebrews 1:2

Lawson, “Heirs of God” pp. 7-9

c. We are heirs of suffering.
 Romans 8:17b: “provided we suffer with him”
 1 John 3:1 with Philippians 2:15
 Romans 8:35-36 (quoting Psalm 44:22)
 2 Timothy 3:12
 John 15:18-20

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

We are heirs of suffering.
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3. FOUR ASPECTS OF OUR INHERITANCE

d. We are heirs of glory.
 Romans 8:17c: “in order that” = it’s not random

“There is an intentional purpose to all suffering that we would undergo for the
name of Christ, and it is to prepare us for glory. It is to wean us off this world
and to prepare us for the world to come. … And all of the elect will be glorified
with Him in heaven. Grace now; glory later” (Lawson. “Heirs of God”).

 Romans 8:29-30:
predestined called justified glorified

“You and I have been made heirs of God and heirs with Christ. That should be
sufficient to hold us as we are heirs of suffering, knowing that it will lead us to
be heirs of glory. This is the ‘so great salvation’ God has granted to us” (ibid).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

1. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Perspective – chosen and adopted in Christ

b. Man’s Perspective – trust Jesus Christ

2. The Assurance of Our Inheritance
a. God’s Seal – the Holy Spirit of promise

b. God’s Pledge – Jesus’ bride has an engagement ring

3. Four Aspects of Our Inheritance
a. We are heirs of God the Father.

b. We are heirs with Christ.

c. We are heirs of suffering.

d. We are heirs of glory.

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan
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4. THE GOAL OF OUR INHERITANCE

 Eph. 1:12, 14

 Isaiah 43:21

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

“bring Him praise commensurate with [corresponding in size to] His glory” (CJB)

“bring Him praise commensurate with [corresponding in size to] His glory” (CJB)

“When we glorify ourselves we rob God of that which is wholly His. 
He saved us to serve Him and to praise Him. We are saved to be 
restored to the intended divine purpose of creation – to bear the image 
of God and bring Him greater glory. This [will be] fully accomplished at 
the believer’s glorification, when we receive full glory and redemption 
and are made the perfect possession of God” (MacArthur. Commentary. 36).

WORSHIP
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Q. 1.a. What does it mean for you to be ransomed by Christ? Have you been?

HOMEWORK

 bought by God the Father, paid for by the blood of the Lamb, 
alive in Christ, and walking by the power of the Holy Spirit

Q. 1.b. How did God justify the unrighteous and still, Himself, remain just?

by Himself providing the only sinless, spotless Lamb as the ultimate,
substitutionary sacrifice to bear in my place the full wrath of Almighty 
God poured out upon my sin

HOMEWORK

Q. 1.c. In what ways does Eph. 1:3-14 say the 3 Persons of the 1 God (the Trinity) 
work to bring about our salvation?

God the Father
 blessed us in the Beloved with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places through the glory of His lavish grace
 chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
 chose us to be holy and blameless before Him
 purposed and predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons
 revealed to us His message of truth, the gospel of salvation
 revealed to us His eternal plan to sum up all things in Christ
 gives His chosen an inheritance
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HOMEWORK

Q. 1.c. In what ways does Eph. 1:3-14 say the 3 Persons of the 1 God (the Trinity) 
work to bring about our salvation?

God the Son
 in eternity past, purposed and planned with the Father
 is the Beloved One through whom the promises of the Father flow
 shed His blood for the forgiveness of (to bear the penalty for) our 

unrighteousness
 is obedient to the Father
 brought the message of truth, the gospel of salvation
 fulfilled all the requirements of the Messiah
 sealed us with the promised Holy Spirit

HOMEWORK

Q. 1.c. In what ways does Eph. 1:3-14 say the 3 Persons of the 1 God (the Trinity) 
work to bring about our salvation?

God the Holy Spirit
 in eternity past, purposed and planned with the Father and with the 

Son
 is the continuing guarantee (seal) the promised inheritance will be 

received 

And what is our “work” in this great salvation?
 vs. 12: place our hope in Christ
 vs. 13: place our trust in Christ
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HOMEWORK

Q. 1.d. How, as a believer in Jesus Christ, can you be confident of your inheritance
in Christ?

NEW HOMEWORK: In Eph. 1:15-23, Paul prays an amazing prayer for those who 
are already in Christ through faith.

 Each day, ask the Lord to open your eyes to His truth, for His Holy Spirit to 
expand your understanding, then

 Spend time every day reading these 9 verses, pondering the words, meditating 
on their meaning; let them sink deeply into your soul.

 After doing so for at least a week, record what the H.S. through Paul says in 
these verses about (1.) characteristics of believers and (2.) characteristics of 
God.  If possible, don’t rush through this.

WISDOM – <sophia> – emphasizes 
understanding of ultimate things

INSIGHT – <phronesis> – spiritual prudence in 
the handling of daily affairs

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth> – “cutting,” as in a 
contract  

HAVE OBTAINED INHERITANCE – <eklērōthemen> – to 
obtain as inheritance; 2 possible interpretations

WORK – <energeō> – energy, energizing, especially to 
put forth power, to be operative, to work 

PLEDGE – <arrabōn> – down payment; earnest money; 
engagement ring 


