
Listing of Scriptures of Jesus’ Words Regarding the Doctrines of Grace 

Videos 4 – 8 in the “Foundations of Grace” Teaching Series by Dr. Steve Lawson (Ligonier) 

 

“The words of Jesus, the Living Word of God, the Great Physician who, alone, can make the 

accurate diagnosis of the human heart.” 

 

1. Total Depravity / Radical Corruption1,2 

 Matthew 5:3 – “poor in spirit” = spiritually a completely destitute beggar totally 

incapable of doing anything about it, totally at the mercy of passers-by (the lowest of the 

low); personal spiritual impoverishment  the one who recognizes their condition is the 

one who will enter the kingdom of heaven 

 Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28 – guilt/defilement begins in the heart, whether or not the action 

takes place and it all contributes to self-deception 

 Matthew 7:21-23 (Luke 6:46) – the blindness and self-deception is eternally mistaken and 

in error, a bogus confession without any reality whatsoever, even regarding their own 

ministry 

 Matthew 9:12 – “sick” = the venom of sin, the fatal spiritual state and condition of the 

one who is unconverted [Eph. 2:1] 

 Matthew 12:34-35 (Luke 6:43-45) – “brood of vipers” // “What is down in the well 

comes up in the bucket,” i.e., what is down in the heart comes out of the mouth; there is 

evil lurking inside every unconverted heart and soul 

 Matthew 15:10-11, 17-20 – It’s not what’s on the outside of you that’s the problem but 

what’s already in the inside of you // “The heart of the human problem is the problem of 

the human heart.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10) “It’s what’s already in your heart, in your 

character, in your being, in your very personage … in your sin nature.” 

 Matthew 19:23-26 – the impossibility of rich (or poor!) to enter the kingdom of heaven; 

the disciples understood how narrow the “narrow gate” was 

 Matthew 23:25-28 – it doesn’t matter how attractive the outside is // “whitewashed 

tombs” look new and clean, but foul corruption is on the inside – “Total depravity is 

extraordinary at putting up a façade, a religious façade, and giving the appearance of, at 

times, even being right with God, but on the inside there is wickedness…an unconverted 

heart.” 

 John 3:33 – [Note: Jesus “answered” before Nicodemus asked a question.]  “cannot see 

the kingdom of God.” – cannot perceive. 

o “You may, you simply cannot.”  

o Explaining the gospel of JX to a nonbeliever is describing a beautiful sunset to a 

completely blind person. …we are dependent upon God opening their eyes. “The 

new birth is an eye-opening experience.” 

 John 3:5 – “of water and the spirit, he cannot” – Without the H.S. washing away the 

defilements of sin, heaven’s a closed door // cannot = moral inability  And if 

                                                 
1 Note: “The Pharisees to whom Jesus speaks are representative of all men without Jesus Christ; what is true of them 

is true of anyone b/c the sin of Adam is passed down to the entire human race.” 
2 “The bad news which makes the Good News truly good news.” 
3 “Everything that Jesus said was inspired and inerrant, but some things that Jesus said rose to a higher level of 

importance. … Whenever Jesus says ‘Truly, truly I say to you,’ He is saying, ‘This is very important.’ … Like 

taking a yellow highlighter and highlighting everything that follows. ‘Don’t miss this one.’” 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/foundations-grace-nt/mans-sin-in-the-synoptics


Nicodemus, the teacher of Israel, cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, neither can 

anyone. 

 John 5:25 (Matthew 5:25) – “when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God” – not 

only spiritually blind and alienated but spiritually dead – no ability to do anything 

whatsoever – “The only thing you can do is stink.” 

o Note: “An hour is coming and now is…”  Not at a future date/time but a 

spiritual life-giving at this present moment. 

 John 6:444 -- “No one can…” come to saving faith in JX – the bondage of the will 

 John 6:63-65 – “The flesh profits nothing … no one can come to Me.” 

 John 8:34 – spiritual slavery – Sin is our master and we do what our master tells us to do  

[“a puppet on a string”] “until a greater Master” redeems us and sets us free. 

 John 8:44-45 – spiritual bondage to Satan: “your father the devil,” desiring to obey the 

desires of your father, the father of lies.   

o Born once, and the devil is your father; born again, and God is your father.  

o “And, by the way, this is why you need to marry another believer or you’ll have 

the devil for your father-in-law.” 

 John 8:43 – spiritual deafness to the meaning of Jesus’ words, no ring of truth; if you hear 

God and understand His truth, you have been born again 

 John 15:18 – hatred within the heart of unbelievers toward truth, toward Christ, and 

toward other believers 

o “Because the world hates you…” – the world = the evil system over which the 

prince of this world exercises dominion over unbelievers 

 John 15:24-25 – The spiritual autobiography of everyone. – If you love God, you love 

Christ; if you love Christ, you love the Father. But “they hated me without a cause” – 

total depravity is the hatred of the word toward Christ, toward the word of God, and 

toward us who believe in Him. 

  

2. Sovereign Election 

The parent, the teacher, the preacher can only take the word of God to the ear; it requires the 

Holy Spirit to take the call of God to the heart. 

 Matthew 22:14 – “many are called” = the general call of the parent, teacher, or preacher 

which can be resisted, refused, and rejected 

o not all are called – but sovereign grace brings about being chosen 

o “the Few inside the Many” – the Few = the elect (even though in heaven those 

chosen will number myriads upon myriads) 

o chosen = eklektos = “chosen out of many, out of the larger number” 

 Matthew 24:22 (Mark 13:20) – chosen out of the world; “believer” = “elect” 

 Matthew 24:31 (Mark 13:27)  

 John 6:37 – “Initiates our Lord’s teaching on the doctrine of sovereign election. Before 

anyone comes to faith in Jesus Christ they have already been given to Him. … They were 

given to Him by the only one who could give them to Him: God the Father, who chose 

                                                 
4 “The word ‘can’ becomes one of the most important words in the Gospel of John. And Jesus was a provocative 

teacher. And many times He chose not to put something in the positive but to put it in the negative so His words 

will have a cutting edge to them.” 



His elect before time began and gave them to the Son. … The sovereign will of God that 

gave these to Jesus and then sent Jesus into this world to secure their salvation.” [video 6, 

17:40] 

 John 9:40 - 10:5 – The Good Shepherd and the community sheepfold5 -- His particular 

sheep hear His voice and respond; the others disregard His voice and continue in “the 

dead religion of Israel, the apostle nation of Israel and their spiritual deadness, and their 

false gospel of self-righteousness and human works.” Long before He called them by 

name, those sheep were His. 

 John 13:18 – to the 12 disciples: I haven’t chosen all of you. 

 John 15:16 – “You did not choose me but I chose you.” – literally  

 John 15:19 – chosen out of the world [not the whole world], therefore not of the world, 

hated by the world 

 John 17:9 – Jesus prayed, not for the world but for those chosen and given to Him by the 

Father.  “And His intercession in prayer is the same group that He makes intercession 

for on the cross. And it is the same group that He makes intercession for presently at the 

right hand of God the Father. Understand this. It is a continuity of intercession.” [video 6, 

24:20] 

 

3. Definite Atonement / Particular Redemption 

 Matthew 20:28 – “gave His life a ransom of many” 

o not “have it taken”; see John 10:17-18 

o His blood was not spilt, it was poured out  

o “Jesus was not a victim; Jesus was the Victor b/c He gave His life.” – a divine 

appointment 

o ransom – We were slaves of sin and slaves of Satan, and Jesus laid down His life 

to pay the price to ransom us out of the slave market of sin. 

o for – Grk huper = “in the place of, on behalf of” 

o many – does not mean “all”; a large number but not all 

 Matthew 26:28 (Luke 14 and Luke 22) – “blood of the covenant [intentionally] poured 

out [by JX, Himself] for many, for the forgiveness of sins”  If Jesus had meant “laid 

down His life for everyone,” this would have been a prime time to clarify that. 

 John6,i,ii 

 John 10:11, 14 – Jesus’ fullest exposition on His own death – “lays down”7 His life for 

His own sheep; spoken to the Pharisees: speaking definite atonement to those who are the 

non-elect. Speaks of the intimate, personal, saving relationship He has with His own 

sheep (versus John 7:23). 

o Order is important: “First, He knows us, then we know Him. First, He loves us, 

then we love Him. First, He calls us by name, then we call upon His name.” 

                                                 
5 That the doorkeeper of the sheepfold would give the Good Shepherd access to the sheep pictures “how Christ came 

lawfully fulfilling the Messianic credentials that marked Him out as the rightful, Good Shepherd.” 
6 In John, the word world – Greek kosmos – is used many times (John 3:16), “so many people immediately assume 

Jesus came to give Himself for every person, whether they’re a believer or die an unbeliever. … [We] must first 

understand the word ‘world,’ kosmos. You need to know it is used ten different ways in the Gospel of John alone. 

Only one of those ten ways refers to every person in the human race. The other nine do not.” [see Endnote] 
7 Jesus says He “lays down His life” 5x in this passage, a metaphor referring to His intentional, purposeful choosing 

to die in the place of and for the benefit of only His own sheep (John 10:26). 



 John 10:16 – He also has Gentiles  “I must bring them; they will come. That is a 

statement of divine certainty, divine necessity, and divine sovereignty. ‘I must. They 

will.’” 

 John 10:17 – The Father loves Him because the Father loves obedience.  

 John 10:18 – His life was not taken; He gave it. His blood was not spilt; it was poured 

out. [video 7, 17:40] “Jesus, in obedience to the Father, came to die for those whom the 

Father chose and gave to the Son to be His chosen bride, to be His own possession. And 

it would have been disobedience on the part of Jesus if He had come and died for every 

member of Adam’s fallen race. He was commanded to die for His sheep.” 

o Jesus said, “I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority take it up again. 

This commandment I received from my Father.” 

o “It was the Father who commanded Him to lay down His life for the sheep, and 

Jesus came, in obedience to the commandment of the Father, to die for His sheep, 

to die for those whom the Father had given to Him, to die for those whom He not 

only knew but foreknew. That is the meaning of the word foreknowledge. It has 

nothing to do with foresight. It has everything to do with ‘those whom I 

previously loved with distinguishing, redeeming love.” 

 John 12:32-33 – “lifted up” = hanging on the cross; “all men” does not = all human 

beings but all those who “will be drawn in saving faith to Him.”  

 John 17:1-2 – “this moment would be the ultimate purpose of his mission in coming into 

this world” – He has authority over all flesh/every member of Adam’s race yet it is “all 

whom You have given Him” – a second, smaller group – the elect – all who will be 

saved. 

 John 17:9 – “I am not making intercession for a group outside of those whom You have 

given to Me … they are Yours.” 

 John 17:19 – “their sake” only – those whom the Father has given Him; “I sanctify 

Myself” = I set Myself apart to the cross, to this death upon Calvary’s cross. 

 

 

4. Effectual (Irresistible) Calling / Sovereign Regeneration  

 Matthew 11:25-27 – That Jesus “declared” shows this is very high on His list of 

wonderful truth.  

o “hidden these things,” i.e., the truths of the kingdom of heaven8  

o “wise and intelligent” – sarcasm ref to Scribes and Pharisees – “God has hidden it 

from the arrogant and the proud and the boastful and the bombastic.”  

o “revealed [these truths] to infants” – to this in total dependence upon the Father, 

humbled by grace to come with an empty hand and submit themselves to JX. 

o There would be some Pharisees who would have it revealed (Paul, Nicodemus, 

etc.) 

o “no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him.” – Speaks to the sovereignty of God and His grace. 

 Matthew 11:28 – “Come unto Me, all you who are weary and heavy laden….” – an 

evangelistic passage side-by-side with God’s sovereign call. 

                                                 
8 “If God hides something, I promise you, you’ll never find it. Everything that God does is perfect, and what He 

hides will never be found.” 



 Matthew 13:11-13 – The “mysteries” of salvation are only known when told by the 

Revealer. // granted to one but not to another – Not all eyes see, nor all ears hear. The 

difference? God has chosen to reveal it to you and not to them. God gives; God passes 

over. 

 Matthew 16:15-20 – The truth was only known by Peter b/c “My Father who is in heaven 

has revealed this to you.” – an inside job of sovereign grace 

 John 3:3-8 – nature and necessity of rebirth, which is “the sovereign, efficacious, 

effectual working of the Holy Spirit” 

o metaphor of being birth into spiritual life is in accord with doctrines of grace – 

nothing we did for physical birth; nothing we can do for spiritual birth 

o “water and the spirit”  water = metaphor for the Spirit accomplishing rebirth 

o “the wind blows”  wind = metaphor for the ministry of the Holy Spirit 

accomplishing rebirth  He has his own agenda and plan. 

 John 5:25 – The spiritually dead will hear the voice of God and live. 

o John 11:43 – illustration: Lazarus [video 8, 08:20]   Jesus called him by name. 

“And in that call was the power to raise the dead, and life surged back into the 

body of Lazarus, and he still had his grave clothes on, and he came out of that 

tomb. In exactly the same way, Jesus calls those who are spiritually dead and that 

call is far more than an invitation, it is far more than a gospel offer. It is a call that 

imparts life to the dead soul and it resurrects and raises to newness of life…the 

one who had no capacity to respond…. God must give life before someone can 

respond. That is why regeneration precedes faith and why regeneration produces 

faith, although it all happens in the same moment. Dead men can’t hear. They 

must be given ears to hear, and given life to hear. That’s exactly what John 5:25 is 

saying.” 

 John 6:37 – “They will come to Me.” 

 John 6:44 – unless God Draws  Grk: “to drag”  overcomes resistance 

o “Someone says, ‘Oh, God wouldn’t drag me into His kingdom.’ Well, then, 

you’re not coming. Because you are so stubborn, you are so obstinate, you are so 

resistant as an unbeliever that you literally have to be dragged by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

o x-ref: John 21:8 – they dragged the net full of fish; Acts 16:19 – Philippians 

dragged Paul into the marketplace and threw him in prison 

 John 6:65 – No one comes unless the Father draws 

 John 6:45 – must be supernaturally, divinely taught by God in order to see the truth; “To 

come to X” is a synonymous expression for saving faith.   Drawn, dragged, and taught 

by God, and then the light comes on. 

 John 8:32 – “free” = liberate a prisoner;  prisoners don’t set themselves free, someone 

else has to do it 

 

 

5. Persevering Grace / Perseverance (or Eternal Security) of Believers 

 Matthew 10:22 – “Perseverance and pursuing the Lord [are a mark of the elect]. Those 

who fall by the wayside, it can be said, ‘the faith that fizzles before the finish had a flaw 

from the first.’ It was a bogus belief; it was a counterfeit conversion. But it’s the one who 

presses on faithful to the end in pursuing and following the Lord, that’s the mark of the 



one whom God has truly called to Himself.” but “It’s not a matter of us holding onto 

Him; it’s a matter of Him holding on to us.” 

 Matthew 24:22 – “for the sake of the elect” so the elect will not suffer more than they can 

bear 

 Matthew 24:24 – “to mislead, if possible, even the elect” but it’s not possible. (“A 

literary device to provoke our thinking.”)   

o John 10:5, 27-30 

 Matthew 24:31 – 3rd x in Matt. 24, true believers are identified as the elect of God 

 John 3:15 – “will have eternal life” – both quality of life [here and now] and a new 

duration of life 

o “Previously, you just had existence – a hollow, empty, meaningless, useless 

existence. But now you have eternal life.” 

 John 3:16 – “shall not perish” 

 John 4:14 – “shall never thirst” = eternal life 

 John 6:38-40 – “I lose nothing”  eternally kept by Jesus Christ 

 John 6:51 – “shall live forever” – in perpetuity 

 John 6:58 – “will live forever” – One bite, one swallow. 

 John 10:27-30 – “I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of My hand. … “ – doubly sealed by the Almighty – “No one has the 

power to pry open the sealed-shut grip with which He holds us. It’s not a matter of you 

and me holding on to Him; it’s a matter of Him holding on to us.” 

o Spurgeon: “Noah fell down many times inside the ark but he never fell out of the 

ark.” 

 John 11:25-26 – “will never die [spiritually]” 

 

“This is the preserving grace of God, and John gives it to us with clarity and abundance.” 

 

 

 

i “World,” kosmos has 10 different meanings in the Gospel of John 

1. the entire universe (John 1:10) – all of creation 

2. the physical earth (John 13:1) – this particular planet distinguished from all creation 

3. the world system  (John 12:25,31; 14:27; 15:19) – overseen by Satan that is resistant to and “anti-God, anti-

Christ, anti-truth”; “the world of entertainment, the world of media, the world of music, the world of 

education,” etc. 

4. humanity minus believers, i.e., all unbelievers (John 7:7) 

5. simply a large group of people (John 12:19) (hyperbolic) 

6. the general public (John 7:4) 

7. the realm of humanity as a collective group (John 3:19; 7:7) 

8. Jews and Gentiles (John 1:29) 

9. the non-elect (John 17:9) 

10. only the elect (John 3:16; 6:33) 

ii “All” has 4 different meanings 

1. all without exception; every (John 1:3; 2:24; 3:31; 7:21) 

2. all without distinction; different categories (John 12:32) – Jew & Greek, male & female, short & tall, etc. 

3. all within a specific category (John 2:15; 4:29,39,53; 5:28; 13:11) 

4. only the elect (John 1:7; 6:37,39,45; 10:4; 12:32) 

                                                 


