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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

ELECTION
 the “past” aspect of God’s eternal plan
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In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses according to the riches of his grace which he
lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

Eph. 1:7-10 ESV

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, so we who were
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Eph. 1:11-14 ESV

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

X

X
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Repeated these verses aloud together.
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Repeated these verses aloud together then noted the place of the chi.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

ELECTION
 the “past” aspect of God’s eternal plan

God the Father 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses according to the riches of his grace which he
lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

Eph. 1:7-10 ESV

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

God the Son
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, so we who were
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Eph. 1:11-14 ESV

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

God the Holy Spirit

In Him

we have redemption through His blood 

the forgiveness of our trespasses

according to the riches of His grace <charis>

which He lavished upon us

in all wisdom <sophia> and insight <phronesis>

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

RESULTS

Christine
Typewritten Text
Discussed each word/phrase meaning.



10/28/2021

5

In Him

we have redemption through His blood 

the forgiveness of our trespasses

according to the riches of His grace <charis>

which He lavished upon us

in all wisdom <sophia> and insight <phronesis>

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

RESULTS
“God not only forgives us—taking away the sin that 
corrupts and distorts our lives—but also gives us all the 
necessary equipment to understand Him and to walk 
through the world day by day in a way that reflects His will 
and is pleasing to Him. He generously gives us the 
wherewithal both to understand His Word and to know how 
to obey it.

“… When God takes away sin, He does not leave us in a 
spiritual, moral, and mental vacuum where we must then 
work things out for ourselves. He lavishes wisdom and 
insight on us according to the riches of His grace, just as 
He lavishes forgiveness on us…” (MacArthur, Commentary, 25). 

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

RESULTS
• WISDOM <sophia> “emphasizes understanding of 

ultimate things – such as life and death, God and man, 
righteousness and sin, heaven and hell, eternity and 
time. Paul is speaking here of wisdom concerning the 
things of God.”

• AND INSIGHT <phronesis> “emphasizes practical 
understanding, comprehension of the needs, problems, 
and principles of everyday living; spiritual prudence in 
the handling of daily affairs” (MacArthur. 25).
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the forgiveness of our trespasses

according to the riches of His grace <charis>

which He lavished upon us

in all wisdom <sophia> and insight <phronesis>

making known to us the mystery of His will

according to His purpose

which He set forth in Christ

as a plan for the fullness of time

to unite all things in Him [Christ]

things in heaven and on earth

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

RESULTS

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

“When the completion of history comes, the kingdom 
arrives, eternity begins again, and the new heaven and new 
earth are established, there will be a summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things 
upon the earth (NASB). Jesus Christ is the goal of history, 
which finds its resolution in Him. The paradise lost in Adam 
is restored in Christ” (MacArthur, Commentary, 26).

 Philippians 2:10-11

Christine
Typewritten Text
Continued with discussion of each word/phrase meaning.
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REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

“History belongs to God, not to the puny plans of man or
the perverse power of Satan. History is written and
directed by its Creator, who will see it through to the
fulfillment of His own ultimate purpose—the summing up
of all things in Christ. He designed His great plan in the
ages past; He now sovereignly works it out according to
His divine will; and in the fullness of the times He will
complete and perfect it in His Son…” (MacArthur,
Commentary, 26).

REDEMPTION
 the “present” aspect of God’s eternal plan

Q 1. REVIEW

 Two important aspects of Bible study:
 general context – the 10k-foot “umbrella” view, including 

background information
 specific context – the “microscope” view of what each word, 

phrase, idea means as related to all of Scripture
 Three aspects of God’s eternal plan:
 Election = occurring in the past; Redemption = occurring in the 

present; Inheritance = occurring in the future
 Ephesians 1:3-6 explains God established and will fulfill His 

eternal plan because of His love, by His grace, and for His glory.

Christine
Typewritten Text
Begin review of Lesson 3 homework.
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, so we who were
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Eph. 1:11-14 ESV

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

God the Holy Spirit

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

1.a.  God Almighty [El-Shaddai] made the covenant with Abram.

1.b.  What did Abram do?
• asked questions
• “He believed the LORD”
• cut the animals in half, laid them out according to covenant 

tradition, then protected them during the day 
• (dead, decaying flesh)

13x in Genesis 17

Christine
Typewritten Text
Continue review of Lesson 3 homework. Held in-depth discussion regarding covenant.
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COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

13x in Genesis 17

“As the powerful God [the Almighty, El-Shaddai], the LORD

can fulfill His promise to Abram…. But the powerful God 
demands submission on the part of His loyal servant … to 
‘walk before Him [“the usual expression of service or 
devotion of a faithful servant to his king, be the later 
human or divine”]’”  (Essex. 203, quoting Hamilton).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

1.b. What did God do?
• v. 1 – assurance, statement of 

Who He Is, promise of reward
• v. 4 – statement of promise 

regarding posterity
• v. 5 – prophetic sign of fulfilled 

promise
• v. 6 – credited Abram’s faith as 

righteousness
• v. 7 – 2nd statement of identity 

and presence in Abram’s life
• v. 9 – instruction for the covenant

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

• v. 12 – removes Abram from the 
equation

• vv. 13-16 – prophecy regarding 
progeny, initial statement of covenant 
promise

• vv. 14, 16 – declaration of sovereignty 
and right to judge nations

• v. 17 – He, Himself, cuts (ratifies) the 
covenant

• vv. 18-21 – specific statement of the 
covenant
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INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

1.c. What was the purpose of the covenant? What was promised and 
by whom?
• Purpose:  A godly posterity for Abram, a people holy for God
• Promise: A specific land for Abram’s descendants
• By Whom: God : El-Shaddai the Almighty

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

 Hebrews 6:13-20

2.a. What elements seem to be in both the Abrahamic covenant and 
the New Covenant initiated by Jesus?
• initiated and fulfilled by God for a helpless humanity
• breaking of a body and shedding of blood
• promise of blessing

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

2.b. What parallels between the two covenants?
• promise of a land and of a great nation devoted to God 

(promise of “My Father’s Kingdom,” the kingdom of God)
• initiated and fulfilled by God, alone; our part being death, 

decay – and trusting Him 

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

 Romans 11:33-36

2.c. Significance in these parallels?
• What man could not do, God accomplished on man’s behalf.
• All things united/summed up in Christ, “who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:14).

Christine
Typewritten Text
Class also noted both covenants involved need for faith and were held in darkness.

Christine
Typewritten Text

Christine
Typewritten Text
Apologies. Q 2.b. was poorly worded.
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INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

3. What might be the significance of the shedding of blood?
• In Genesis 3, death occurred; “shed blood” is a euphemism for death.
• Man brings to the covenant only death and decay, only sin.

•  Jeremiah 34:15-20 – breaking covenant = profaning God’s name
• Jesus Christ, as fully God in human flesh, ratified the new covenant 

by His death (“by the shedding of blood”). 
• He is our <kapparah>: our atoning, substitutionary sacrifice.

 1 John 1:7
 1 John 4:9-10 <kapparah>
 Revelation 1:4-6
 Romans 8:12-17

 Hebrews 9:22
 Ephesians 2:13
 Galatians 2:19-20
 1 Peter 1:17-21

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

3. What might be the significance of the shedding of blood?
• In Genesis 3, death occurred; “shed blood” is a euphemism for death.
• Man brings to the covenant only death and decay, only sin.

•  Jeremiah 34:15-20 – breaking covenant = profaning God’s name
• Jesus Christ, as fully God in human flesh, ratified the new covenant 

by His death (“by the shedding of blood”). 
• He is our <kapparah>: our atoning, substitutionary sacrifice.

 1 John 1:7
 1 John 4:9-10 <kapparah>
 Revelation 1:4-6
 Romans 8:12-17

 Hebrews 9:22
 Ephesians 2:13
 Galatians 2:19-20
 1 Peter 1:17-21

COVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>
“The key word in [Romans 8:]17 is the word heir. It occurs 
three times in this one verse. All believers are heirs of God 
and heirs with Jesus Christ. So we ask the question, “What is 
an heir?” An heir, by definition is, ‘A person who is legally 
entitled to the property and possession of the estate of a 
deceased benefactor.’ An heir is entitled to receive an 
inheritance that has passed down from the benefactor upon 
his death. 

So, what is the death that is necessary for us to receive 
the inheritance of God? 
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INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal planCOVENANT – <Heb. berîyth>

“It is certainly not God the Father, because God cannot die. 
God is immortal. God is the ever-living God, the God who was, 
who is, and who shall be forever. That is why Jesus Christ had 
to become a man, because God cannot die. And the deity of 
Christ did not die upon the cross. But Christ had to become a 
man in order to die for our sins, for the wages of sin is death 
(Romans 8:23). And in order for the atonement to be made, 
there had to be the death of the perfect, innocent sacrifice, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. But, also, there had to be the death of 
Christ so that the inheritance of the Father could pass down to 
us and that we would share in the inheritance of Christ 
Himself” (Lawson, “Heirs of God”).  Hebrews 9:15

Our Covenant Maker did not die intestate [without a will]
but, rather, had from ancient times instituted His eternal
“last will and testament,” His covenant, in which He
“declares his intent as to the disposal of his estate and
effects after his death” (UMW).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

But what does that mean? 
What does it include?

Christine
Typewritten Text
Important quotation.

Christine
Typewritten Text
Introduction to Lesson 4.
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“We can be eternally thankful that God’s promises are not like
ours. Every promise He makes, He keeps. The promises Paul
mentions here that our heavenly Father makes to His children
not only are wonderful and exciting but absolute and certain.
… Like Abraham, every believer should be fully assured that
what God promises He is able and certain to perform. Ours is
a God who will not and cannot lie” (MacArthur. Commentary. 28).

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

 2 Corinthians 1:20
 Hebrews 10:23

 Romans 4:21
 Titus 1:2

In him

we have obtained [or “have been made”] an inheritance,

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

 phrase is a compound word <eklērōthemen> = to obtain as inheritance

- something future but so certain it cannot possibly fail to happen; 
Greeks spoke as if it had already occurred

- can be translated “we have obtained an…”
but

- idea is actually more along the lines of “are an…; have been made 
an…”

- Then whose inheritance are we?

Christine
Typewritten Text
Two equally valid interpretations of Paul's word choice.
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In him

we have obtained [or “have been made”] an inheritance,

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

Obverse (front) of the coin: We are an inheritance given by the Father to the Son.
 Romans 8:17
 Mark 9:41
 Romans 1:6
 Romans 7:4
 Romans 8:9

Reverse (back) of the coin: We are joint heirs and have a share in all God has 
promised to those who believe.
 1 Peter 1:3-5
 Colossians 3:23-24

 phrase is a compound word <eklērōthemen> = to obtain as inheritance

In him

we have obtained [or “have been made”] an 
inheritance,

having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him 

who works all things according to the counsel 
of his will, 

so we who were the first to hope in Christ 

might be to the praise of his glory. 

- Ephesians 1:11-12

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

“bring Him praise commensurate with [corresponding in size to] His glory” (CJB)

In him

you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him,

were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit

who is the guarantee of our inheritance

until we acquire possession of it,

to the praise of his glory.

- Ephesians 1:13-14

“For My Name’s Sake” sermon by Joshua Chambers on God requiring praise of His glory.

Christine
Typewritten Text
This slide shows the parallelism in these two sets of verses which Paul used to emphasize these truths.
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1. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR INHERITANCE

a. God’s Perspective

vv. 4-6, 11: “chosen, predestined”

v. 5: “adoption” – new creation, fully functional and fully functioning

vv. 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13: “in Christ,” “in Him,” “in the Beloved”

v. 11: “him who works” : <energeō>
Philippians 1:6
1 Corinthians 12:6
Galatians 5:6
Ephesians 1:20, 3:20

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

1. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR INHERITANCE

b. Man’s Perspective
 vv. 12a, 13a: “first to hope in [the] Christ … having also believed”

 John 1:12
 Romans 10:10-11, 17
 1 Peter 1:3-4 – looking forward in hope
 but it must be in “the message of truth, the gospel of Jesus Christ” 

(v. 13) 
Galatians 1:6-9

INHERITANCE
 the “future” aspect of God’s eternal plan

“God’s choice of men is election; men’s choice of God is faith.

In election, God gives His promises; by faith, men receive them”

(MacArthur. Commentary. 32).

Christine
Typewritten Text
The lesson ended here. Part 2 will continue on Nov. 9.




