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[Hold] to the sound precepts 
of our Lord Jesus the Messiah 

and to the doctrine that 
is in keeping with godliness

(1 Tim. 6:3b CJB adapted).

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

apostolos “sent one”

“official title of the men 
[whom] God uniquely 
chose to be the foundation-
layers of the church and 
the receivers, teachers, 
and writers of His final 
revelation—the New 
Testament” (MacArthur, 1).

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

apostolos “sent one”

“official title of the men 
[whom] God uniquely 
chose to be the foundation-
layers of the church and 
the receivers, teachers, 
and writers of His final 
revelation—the New 
Testament” (MacArthur, 1).

“Paul did not teach and write by his own authority but by 
the dual yet totally unified authority of the Son (Christ Jesus) 
and of the Father (God). ...Paul was not boasting ... He well 
remembered he had been a blasphemer and violent persecutor 
of the church.... [but] like every Christian, he was first of all ‘a 
bond servant of Christ Jesus’ his Lord (Rom. 1:1). By mention-
ing his apostleship, Paul simply establishes his undeserved but 
divinely bestowed authority to speak in God’s behalf…” (MacArthur, 

1-2).

“Paul did not teach and write by his own authority but by 
the dual yet totally unified authority of the Son (Christ Jesus) 
and of the Father (God). ...Paul was not boasting ... He well 
remembered he had been a blasphemer and violent persecutor 
of the church.... [but] like every Christian, he was first of all ‘a 
bond servant of Christ Jesus’ his Lord (Rom. 1:1). By mention-
ing his apostleship, Paul simply establishes his undeserved but 
divinely bestowed authority to speak in God’s behalf…” (MacArthur, 

1-2).
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Q1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

hagios “holy by calling”

• signifies separation, i.e., from 
sin and, therefore, consecrated 
to God

• “God is the absolute Holy One, 
in His purity, majesty, and glory 
[of the Father … the Son … the 
Spirit]….”

• “used of men in so far as they 
are devoted to God”

• “involves Divine demands upon 
the conduct of believers”

Vine’s, 566-7.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

hagios “holy by calling”

Vine’s, 566-7.

• “saints by calling” – is not an 
attainment [something we do] 
but “it is a state into which God, 
in grace, calls men [mankind]”

• “yet believers are called to 
sanctify themselves:
• cleansing from all defilement
• forsaking sin
• living holy
• experiencing fellowship with 

God in His holiness”

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

hagios “holy by calling”

Vine’s, 566-7.

In the Early Ephesian church and
All Who are “in Christ”

• are separated from sin and 
consecrated to God for 
fellowship with Him.

How?
• God is good, therefore we 

[who are called] receive grace.
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

hagios “holy by calling”

Vine’s, 566-7.

In the Early Ephesian church and
All Who are “in Christ”

• are separated from sin and 
consecrated to God for 
fellowship with Him.

How?
• God is good, therefore we 

[who are called] receive grace.

“From God’s [perspective], believers are those whom He has 
made holy, which is the meaning of saints. From man’s 
[perspective], believers are those who are faithful, those who 
have trusted in Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  Every 
Christian is a saint because every Christian has been set apart 
and made holy through the perfect righteousness of Christ 
that has been placed to his account. When a person acts in 
faith to receive Christ, God acts in grace to give that person 
Christ’s own righteousness. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

hagios “holy by calling”

Vine’s, 566-7.

In the Early Ephesian church and
All Who are “in Christ”

• are separated from sin and 
consecrated to God for 
fellowship with Him.

How?
• God is good, therefore we 

[who are called] receive grace.

“It is Christ’s perfect righteousness—not a person’s own 
character or accomplishments, no matter how great they may 
seem in men’s eyes—[which] establishes every believer as 
one of God’s saints through saving faith” (MacArthur, 2).

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Q2

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Q3
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Q4 A

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Vine’s, 510.

charis “God’s great loving-kindness”

• that which bestows or 
occasions pleasure, delight, or 
causes favorable regard

• God’s redemptive mercy, and 
the pleasure or joy He designs 
for the recipient

• direct contrast to debt –
stresses the character of 
the benefactor in bestowing 
the benefit

<hesed>

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Vine’s, 510.

charis “God’s great loving-kindness”

• that which bestows or 
occasions pleasure, delight, or 
causes favorable regard

• God’s redemptive mercy, and 
the pleasure or joy He designs 
for the recipient

• direct contrast to debt –
stresses the character of 
the benefactor in bestowing 
the benefit

<hesed>

“To greet a Christian brother or sister in this way is much 
more than a wish for their general well-being. It is also an 
acknowledgement of the divine grace in which we stand 
and which has made us mutual members of Christ’s Body 
and of God’s divine family” (MacArthur, p. 2). 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

charis “God’s great loving-kindness”

• Hesed is a blood covenant term
• a love which is loyal, steadfast, 

faithful
• stresses the idea of a belonging 

together of those involved in the 
love relationship

• In the O.T., terms based on 
<hesed> include:
• communion, deliverance, enablement, 

enlightenment, guidance, forgiveness, 
hope, praise, preservation

<hesed>
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

eirēnē “harmonious relationship”

• SIMPLEST LEVEL: lack of conflict 
between men or nations; a 
friendliness; freedom from 
molestation

• DEEPER LEVEL (Paul’s application) 
a quietness or harmony between 
God and man which provides to 
man a rest and contentment

• directly related to the Hebrew 
concept of shalom, “wholeness”

Vine’s, 851-852.

<shalom>

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

eirēnē “harmonious relationship”

• SIMPLEST LEVEL: lack of conflict 
between men or nations; a 
friendliness; freedom from 
molestation

• DEEPER LEVEL (Paul’s application) 
a quietness or harmony between 
God and man which provides to 
man a rest and contentment

• directly related to the Hebrew 
concept of shalom, “wholeness”

Vine’s, 851-852.

PEACE : shalom from salam/salem/shalam = to be safe, sound, 
healthy, perfect, complete [1 Kings 7:51, Nehemiah 6:18];

signifies a sense of well-being and harmony both within 
and without - Completeness, wholeness, peace, health, 
welfare, safety… (Strong. 7965).
The root meaning of shalom is to be whole or sound, and 

this leads to translations that speak of completeness, 
wholeness, well-being, welfare and peace. Shalom also 
includes the idea of vigour and vitality in all dimensions of 
life. In short, shalom speaks of [holy] health for our souls 
and spirits (Hurt).

<shalom>

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

eirēnē “harmonious relationship”

• SIMPLEST LEVEL: lack of conflict 
between men or nations; a 
friendliness; freedom from 
molestation

• DEEPER LEVEL (Paul’s application) 
a quietness or harmony between 
God and man which provides to 
man a rest and contentment

• directly related to the Hebrew 
concept of shalom, “wholeness”

Vine’s, 851-852.

Shalom means much more than the cessation of violence 
and hostility. There is a considerable difference between 
peace and a truce. It is glorious good news that Jehovah is 
peace…. The idea behind the word shalom is wholeness and 
harmony in relationship with God. Peace is the deepest 
desire and need of the human heart. When you find yourself 
wondering where is the blessing of God’s presence in your 
life, you need to remember He is Jehovah-Shalom. He 
desires to bring peace if you will simply return to Him.

- Ken Hemphill, The Names of God, 
in Bruce Hurt’s “Peace-Shalom (Hebrew Word Study)”

<shalom>

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Q4 B
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV
Homework 

Q1 & 2

• X = 50x in ESV
• “in Χ” = 15x
• “in him” = 10x
• “in Christ Jesus” = 8x
• “Jesus Christ” = 7x
• “Lord Jesus Christ” = 6x
• “Lord” = 18x

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV

Homework 
Q3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV “Why me?!”



9/29/2021

7

No doctrine in the whole Word of God has more excited the hatred of
mankind, than the truth of the absolute Sovereignty of God! Some men 
cannot endure to hear the doctrine of election. I suppose they like to 
choose their own wives–but they are not willing that Christ should 
select His bride, the Church!

How is it that some of us are converted–while our companions in sin are 
left to continue in their godless course? Was there anything good in us 
that moved the heart of God to save us? God forbid that we should 
indulge the blasphemous thought! ‘By the grace of God I am what I am!’ 
(1 Corinthians 15:10).

From the Word of God I gather that damnation is all of man, from top to 
bottom– and that salvation is all of grace, from first to last. He who 
perishes, chooses to perish; but he who is saved, is saved because God 
has chosen to save him.

Electing love has selected some of the worst people, and made them into 
the best! … Whatever may be said about the doctrine of election–it is 
written in the Word of God as with an iron pen, and there is no getting 
rid of it. To me, it is one of the sweetest and most blessed truths in the 
whole of Scripture. Those who are afraid of it are so, because they do not 
understand it. If they could but know that the Lord had chosen them, it 
would make their hearts dance for joy! (Spurgeon. “Why Me?”).

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

He is God, and He is good, and for reasons 
understood only by Him He chose to extend 
mercy, to provide grace – to call those He 
would love for reasons which fulfill His purpose. 

“Why me?!”

High-Level Answer

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

“In 3-6a we are shown the past aspect, election; in 6b-11 
we are shown the present aspect, redemption; and in 12-
14 we are shown the future aspect, inheritance. Within 
God’s master plan of salvation is every believer who has or 
will ever trust in God and be saved. As it is sometimes 
expressed, history is simply the outworking of ‘His story,’ 
which has already been planned and written in eternity.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.

Eph. 1:3-6 ESV

“This passage can also be divided into three sections, each 
of which focuses on a different Person of the Trinity. Verses 
3-6a center on the Father, verses 6b-12 center on the Son, 
and verses 13-14 center on the Holy Spirit. Paul takes us to 
the very throne room of the Godhead to show the 
greatness and vastness of the blessings and treasures that 
belong to those who are in Jesus Christ” (MacArthur, pp. 5-6). 

Blessed be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ

who has blessed 

us 

in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places

WORSHIP
 eulogeō “eulogy” : declaration of a person’s goodness

 the only One who is good

 the only One who blesses with good

 “The saints who are … faithful – ”

 “– in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:2).”

 “refers to the source, not the extent”

 our dual citizenship

Blessed be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ

who has blessed 

us 

in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places

WORSHIP
 eulogeō “eulogy” : declaration of a person’s goodness

 the only One who is good

 the only One who blesses with good

 “The saints who are … faithful – ”

 “– in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:2).”

 “refers to the source, not the extent”

“In the New Testament pneumatikos (spiritual) is always used 
in relation to the work of the Holy Spirit. Therefore it does not 
here refer to immaterial blessings as opposed to material ones 
but to the divine origin of the blessings—whether they help us 
in our spirits, our minds, our bodies, our daily living, or 
however else. … Many Christians continually ask God for what 
He has already given (MacArthur. 8).”

 our dual citizenship

Christians have a paradoxical, two-level existence – a dual citizenship. 
While we remain on earth we are citizens of earth. But in Christ our 
primary and infinitely more important citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 
3:20). Christ is our Lord and King, and we are citizens of His realm, the 
heavenly places. This is why we are to pursue “things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1). …

When an American citizen travels to another country, he is every bit as 
much an American citizen as when he is in the United States. Whether he 
is in Africa, the Near East, Europe, Antarctica, or anywhere else outside 
his homeland, he is still completely an American citizen, with all the 
rights and privileges that such citizenship holds.
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As citizens of God’s heavenly dominion, Christians hold all the rights 
and privileges that citizenship grants, even while they are living in the 
“foreign” and sometimes hostile land of earth. Our true life is in the 
supernatural, the heavenly places. Our Father is there, our Savior is 
there, our family and loved ones are there, our name is there, and our 
eternal dwelling place and throne are there.

But we are presently trapped in the tension between the earthly and 
the heavenly. … The key to living as a heavenly citizen while living in an 
unheavenly situation is walking by the Spirit. “Walk by the Spirit,” Paul 
says, “and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16).

MacArthur. Commentary on Ephesians. 9.

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

…even as he chose 1. God’s election of Israel as 
a people set aside to 
make Him known

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

…even as he chose 1. God’s election of Israel as 
a people set aside to 
make Him known

2. God’s election of Levi as a 
people to be His priests

3. God elects those whom 
He will draw to Himself, 
those who will be His 
sheep.
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…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

…even as he chose 1. God’s election of Israel as 
a people set aside to 
make Him known

2. God’s election of Levi as a 
people to be His priests

3. God elects those whom 
He will draw to Himself, 
those who will be His 
sheep.

“Salvage yards use giant electromagnets to lift and partially 
sort scrap metal. When the magnet is turned on, a 
tremendous magnetic force draws all the ferrous metals that 
are near it, but [it] has no effect on other metals such as 
aluminum and brass.

In a similar way, God’s elective will irresistibly draws to 
Himself those who He has predetermined [i.e., predestined] to 
love and forgive, while having no effect on those whom He has 
not.

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

“…By God’s sovereign election, those who are saved were 
placed in eternal union with Christ before creation even took 
place.

Although man’s will is not free in the sense that many 
people suppose, he does have a will that Scripture clearly 
recognizes. Apart from God, man’s will is captive to sin. But he 
is nevertheless able to choose God because God has made 
that choice possible.

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

“Jesus said that whoever believes in Him will not perish but 
have eternal life (John 3:16) and that ‘everyone who lives and 
believes in Me shall never die’ (11:26). The frequent 
commands to the unsaved to respond to the Lord … clearly 
indicate the responsibility of man to exercise his own will.

Yet the Bible is just as clear that no person receives Jesus 
Christ as Savior who has not been chosen by God…. Jesus 
gives both truths in one verse in the gospel of John. ‘All that 
the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes 
to Me I will certainly not cast out’ (John 6:37).
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ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

“God’s sovereign election and man’s exercise of responsibility 
in choosing Jesus Christ seem opposite and irreconcilable 
truths—and from our limited human perspective they are
opposite and irreconcilable. That is why so many earnest, 
well-meaning Christians throughout the history of the church 
have floundered in trying to reconcile them. Since the problem 
cannot be resolved by our finite minds, the result is always to 
compromise one truth in favor of the other or to weaken both 
by trying to take a position somewhere between them.

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

“We should let the antinomy [i.e., the contradiction or 
paradox] remain, believing both truths completely and leaving 
the harmonizing of them to God.

… It is not that God’s sovereign election, or predestination, 
eliminates man’s choice in faith. Divine sovereignty and 
human response are integral and inseparable parts of 
salvation – though exactly how they operate together only the 
infinite mind of God knows” (MacArthur. 10-13).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

“Nor is it, as many believe and teach, that God simply looks 
into the future to see which people are going to believe and 
then elects them to salvation. Taken out of context, Romans 
8:29 is often used to support that view. But verse 28 makes it 
clear that those whom God foresees and predestines to 
salvation are those whom He has already ‘called according to 
His purpose.’ Any teach that diminishes the sovereign, electing 
love of God by giving more credit to men also diminishes 
God’s glory, thus striking a blow at the very purpose of 
salvation” (MacArthur. 13).

…even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved (Eph. 1:3-6).

ELECTION
 the “past” part of God’s eternal plan

1. The unworthy declared 
worthy; the unrighteous 
declared holy.

2. More than citizens and 
servants – His children in 
His family, His body.

3. For His great glory.

4. Because of His great love.

THE PURPOSE



9/29/2021

12

BLESSED – <eulogeō> “declaration 
of someone’s goodness”

SPIRITUAL – <pneumatikos> –
pointing to the divine origin of 
blessings, material & immaterial

CHOSE – <eklegomai> – to pick out 
for one’s self

PREDESTINE – <proorizō> –
foreordain, appoint beforehand
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