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[Hold] to the sound precepts 
of our Lord Jesus the Messiah 

and to the doctrine that 
is in keeping with godliness

(1 Tim. 6:3b CJB modified).

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV
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• Born Saul of Tarsus

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 
educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner 
of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are 
this day” (Acts 22:3).

From that land he [Nimrod] went into Assyria (Gen. 10:11).

2 Kings 17:23 – So Israel was exiled from their own land to 
Assyria until this day.

Tarsus

Jerusalem
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• Born Saul – possibly after Israel’s 1st king, also from the tribe of Benjamin 

Philippians 3:5-6 – circumcised on the eighth day, of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under [or in] the law, blameless.

Daniel 1:6-7 – Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah of the tribe of Judah. And the chief of the eunuchs gave 
them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called 
Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called 
Abednego.

• Born Saul – not uncommon for names to be changed

• Born Saul – Jesus called him Saul, not Paul. He came from a family of Pharisees.

Acts 9:4 – And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”

Acts 9:15 – But the Lord said to [Ananias], “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the children of Israel.”

Acts 23:6 – Now when Paul perceived that one part were 
Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, 
“Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect 
to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.”
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• Born Saul – Was born in Asia Minor but, when still young, moved to Jerusalem for education.

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 
educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner 
of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are 
this day” (Acts 22:3).

• Born Uniquely Qualified

Galatians 1:15 –he who had set me apart before I was born, 
and who called me by his grace,

Acts 9:15 – But the Lord said to [Ananias], “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the children of Israel.”

Matthew 5:17 – “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.”
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• SAUL/PAUL’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY AND MINISTRY

Acts 9:19-22 – For some days he was with the disciples at 
Damascus. And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the 
man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this 
name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them 
bound before the chief priests?” 

But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

• SAUL/PAUL’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY AND MINISTRY

Galatians 1:15-19 – But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to 
reveal his Son to [or in] me, in order that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to 
Damascus. 18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 
visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.
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• SAUL/PAUL’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY AND MINISTRY

Galatians 1:21-24 – Then I went into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia [home!]. 22 And I was still unknown in person to the 
churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it 
said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he 
once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me.

Tarsus

Jerusalem

Antioch

Acts 11: 25-26 – So Barnabas went 
to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when 
he had found him, he brought him 
to Antioch. For a whole year they 
met with the church and taught a 
great many people. And in Antioch 
the disciples were first called 
Christians.
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Acts 14:19 – But Jews came from Antioch and 
Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, 
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing that he was dead.

Acts 15:1-2 – But some men came down from 
Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 
you cannot be saved.” And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate 
with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to 
the apostles and the elders about this question.

1st Missionary Journey

Acts 17:11-12 – Now these Jews were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica; they received the 
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures 
daily to see if these things were so. Many of them 
therefore believed, with not a few Greek women 
of high standing as well as men.

2nd Missionary Journey
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3rd Missionary Journey

Tarsus

Jerusalem

Antioch

Rome

Caesarea

Journey to Rome
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Acts 19:10, 26 – This continued for two years, so that all the residents 
of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. …  And you 
see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this 
Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that 
gods made with hands are not gods.

“the ONENESS, UNIVERSALITY, and UNSPEAKABLE GRANDEUR

of the Body of Christ” (Halley, 613).

Tarsus

Jerusalem

Antioch

Rome

Ephesus

Ephesus: City of Pagan Worshippers and Judaizers
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

apostolos “sent one”

“official title of the men [whom] God uniquely chose to be 
the foundation-layers of the church and the receivers, 
teachers, and writers of His final revelation—the New 
Testament” (MacArthur, 1).

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

hagios “holy by calling”
• signifies separation, i.e., from sin and, therefore, consecrated to 

God
• “God is the absolute Holy One, in His purity, majesty, and glory 

[of the Father … the Son … the Spirit]….”
• “used of men in so far as they are devoted to God; involves Divine 

demands upon the conduct of believers

Vine’s, 566-7.
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

hagios “holy by calling”
• “saints by calling” – is not an attainment but “it is a state into 

which God, in grace, calls men”
• “yet believers are called to sanctify themselves:

• cleansing from all defilement, forsaking sin, living holy
• experiencing fellowship with God in His holiness”

Vine’s, 566-7.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

hagios “holy by calling”
In the Early Ephesian church and All Who are “in Christ”

• are separated from sin / consecrated to God for fellowship with 
Him.

How?
• God is good, therefore we receive grace.
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

charis “God’s great loving-kindness”
• that which bestows or occasions pleasure, delight, or causes 

favorable regard
• God’s redemptive mercy, and the pleasure or joy He designs for 

the recipient
• direct contrast to debt – stresses the character of the benefactor in 

bestowing the benefit

Vine’s, 510.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

eirēnē “harmonious relationship”

• between men, nations; friendliness; freedom from molestation
• in Paul’s application, a quietness or harmony between God and 

man which provides to man a rest and contentment
• directly ken to the Hebrew concept of shalom

Vine’s, 851-852.
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

eirēnē “harmonious relationship”
• between men, nations; friendliness; freedom from molestation
• in Paul’s application, a quietness or harmony between God and 

man which provides to man a rest and contentment
• directly ken to the Hebrew concept of shalom

Vine’s, 851-852.

PEACE : shalom from salam/salem/shalam = to be safe, sound, 
healthy, perfect, complete [1 Kings 7:51, Nehemiah 6:18];

signifies a sense of well-being and harmony both within 
and without - Completeness, wholeness, peace, health, 
welfare, safety….

The root meaning of shalom is to be whole or sound, and 
this leads to translations that speak of completeness, 
wholeness, well-being, welfare and peace. Shalom also 
includes the idea of vigour and vitality in all dimensions of 
life. In short, shalom speaks of holistic (i.e., “holy") health 
for our souls and spirits.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph. 1:1-2 ESV).

eirēnē “harmonious relationship”
• between men, nations; friendliness; freedom from molestation
• in Paul’s application, a quietness or harmony between God and 

man which provides to man a rest and contentment
• directly ken to the Hebrew concept of shalom

Vine’s, 851-852.

Shalom means much more than the cessation of violence 
and hostility. There is a considerable difference between 
peace and a truce. It is glorious good news that Jehovah is 
peace…. The idea behind the word shalom is wholeness and 
harmony in relationship with God. Peace is the deepest 
desire and need of the human heart. When you find yourself 
wondering where is the blessing of God’s presence in your 
life, you need to remember He is Jehovah-Shalom. He 
desires to bring peace if you will simply return to Him.

- Ken Hemphill, The Names of God
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God,

To the saints who [are in Ephesus, 
and] are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Eph. 1:1-2 ESV




