
Encouragement Regarding Future Events
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Are we truly expecting Christ’s return?

1. God Has Informed Us of the Reality of Death for 
the Christian (v. 13)
a. Definition of “asleep”: Death for the believer is real 

but it is not total separation from God
i. Sleep is a rest from their labors (Rev. 14:13)

ii. Sleep is a ceasing of participation in events around 
us

iii. Sleep is a prelude to awakening – the resurrection 
of the body

b. Unnecessary to grieve as those who have no hope

2. What does this Information Tell Us?  Death Is –
a. Act of God (v. 14)

i. Rooted in the gospel
ii. Experienced by believers

“snatched up” = taken without recourse
iii. Jesus will return with those in the heavenlies

b. Spoken of by the Lord, Himself (v. 15)
i. Not merely an apostolic idea

ii. We who are alive are left until the coming of the 
Lord Jesus.

iii. We who are alive will not precede those who have 
fallen asleep.

3. Description of this Act of God (v. 16)
a. The Lord, Himself, will descend from heaven 

(Acts 1:11)
i. with a cry of command

ii. with the voice of an archangel
iii. with the sound of the trumpet of God

b. The dead – those who have died in Christ – will 
rise first (v. 17)

i. We will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds
“caught up” = Greek, harpadzo; Latin, rapturo

ii. We will always be with the Lord 
(1 Cor. 15:50-58)

Are we truly anticipating these events?

4. The Purpose of this Truth: To Encourage One 
Another with the Fact Jesus Will Return (v. 18) 
a. To deliver from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:10)
b. To eliminate trouble in the heart (John 14:1-3)
c. To live godly lives and experience the reality of 

the blessed hope (Titus 2:11-13)
d. To establish patience (James 5:7-11)
e. To purify oneself (1 John 3:2-3)
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