
Paul Shares His Concern for the Brethren
1 Thessalonians 3

To what degree do we care for one another?
Paul shows us a heart to imitate.

1. Paul’s Concern is seen by his holy anxiety 
regarding the church 
a. Whether they held up under tribulation (vv. 1 - 4)

i. He wanted them to not be shaken
ii. He even warned them when he was still with them

b. Whether their faith stood firm (v. 5)
i. He was concerned the tempter (Satan) might have 

tempted them
ii. He was concerned his labor might have been in 

vain – a concern also expressed for churches
(a.) in Galatia (Gal. 2:2 and 4:11)
(b.) in Philippi (Phil. 2:1)

2. Paul’s Concern is demonstrated by his efforts to 
continue helping the church
a. He sent Timothy at expense to himself (vv. 1-2)

i. Being left alone in Athens
ii. Being without the aid of a brother, a minister of 

God and fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ

b. He sent Timothy for two reasons (vv. 2, 5)
i. To establish and encourage them in their faith

ii. To learn the condition of their faith

3. Paul’s Concern is reflected by his joy
a. When Timothy had now returned with good news  

(v. 6)
i. About their faith and love

ii. About their good remembrance of Paul
iii. About their great desire to see Paul

b. His reaction to the good news (vv. 7-9)
i. Because of their faith Paul is comforted in his own 

affliction and distress
ii. Because their steadfastness allows them to truly 

live
iii. Because their condition before God causes Paul to 

rejoice with thankfulness

4. Paul’s Concern is illustrated by his prayers
a. The frequency of his prayers for them (v. 10)

i. Praying night and day
ii. Praying intensely, earnestly, exceedingly

b. The content of his prayers for them  (v. 10)
i. To see their faces again

ii. To supply what is lacking in their faith

c. To direct his path back to them (v. 11)

d. For the Lord to increase their love for each other (v. 12)

e. To establish their hearts, blameless in holiness (v. 13)


