


Promised Eternal Inheritance
A Responsive Reading  

Quoting Ephesians 1:3-14, 1 Peter 1:18-19,  
Matthew 20:28, Hebrews 9:15-17 (esv and cjb)

LEADER: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in heaven.

ALL: In Christ He chose us in love before the creation of the 
universe to be holy and without defect in His presence.

LEADER: He determined in advance that through Jesus Christ 
we would be His sons, in keeping with His pleasure and 
purpose,

ALL: so that we would bring Him praise appropriate to the 
glory of the grace He gave us through the Beloved One.

LEADER: In union with Him, through the shedding of His 
blood, we are set free – our sins are forgiven; 

ALL: this accords with the wealth of the grace He has 
lavished on us.

LEADER: Also in union with Him we were given an 
inheritance, 

ALL: we who were picked in advance according to the 
purpose of the One who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will.

LEADER: In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth 
– the gospel of your salvation – and believed in Him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 

ALL: who guarantees our inheritance until we come into 
possession of it, to the praise of His glory.

LEADER: You should be aware that the ransom paid to free 
you from the worthless way of life which your fathers 
passed on to you did not consist of anything perishable like 
silver or gold; 

ALL: on the contrary, it was the costly, bloody, sacrificial 
death of Christ, as of a lamb without defect or spot.

LEADER: As Jesus said: “For the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 
many.”

ALL: It is because of this death that He is mediator of a new 
will. 

LEADER: Because a death has occurred which sets people free 
from the transgressions committed under the first will, those 
who have been called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance. 

ALL: For where a will is involved, the death of the one who 
made it must be established. For a will takes effect only at 
death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it 
is alive.
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